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The REAL 
STATE OF THE CITY 
from MAYORAL CANDIDATE 
LT. COL. EARL RYNERSON

I moved to Fort Lauderdale and established a new busi-
ness here years ago, because of the 
City’s “quality of life.” 

We have the waterways of Ven-
ice, the diversity of New York, the 
Beaches of Hawaii, the weather of 
the Caribbean and the yachts of the 
Mediterranean. No other City has 
what we have to offer to the resi-
dent, the tourist and the employer. 
We should be justifiably proud!

However, Fort Lauderdale’s im-
age has become tarnished lately. 
We have many problems that are 

impacting our ability to enjoy our City. 
These problems, if not solved soon, will have an irrevers-

ible impact on us:

The Mayor and Commission do not operate as a team, • 
but take potshots at each other.
Serious morale problems with the Fire and Police De-• 
partments.
Neighborhoods feel that they are not being heard by • 
the current City Manager.
Increasing number of abandoned properties and fore-• 
closures.
Las Olas Blvd. is seeing more businesses close up.• 
High property taxes are forcing many to leave our City.• 
Riverwalk is losing businesses, and drug users and alco-• 
holics are moving in.
Sistrunk is still waiting for commercial revitalization• 
Developers and neighborhoods fight each other.• 
We are losing the tourist dollar to Boca and Miami Beach, • 
because of too few high-end retail establishments and 
too many cheap strip malls.
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Bruce Roberts
For Fort Lauderdale City Commission District 1

Our Former Fort Lauderdale Police Chief

Bringing Back Your Voice

P.O. Box 4651 • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338 • 954-547-9029 • bruce@votebruceroberts.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Bruce Roberts for Fort Lauderdale City Commission, District 1, Nonpartisan.

Endorsed by: Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 31 • International Association of Firefighters Local 765

Bruce will bring back:
Citizen participation in government decisions
Effective and efficient public safety, and
reduce crime again
Collegial leadership to the City Commission
Balanced development that will protect our
neighborhoods and greenspace

Please vote on February 10!

ARE YOU W? 
WONDER NO MORE.

 
Welcome
Wet
Whatever/Whenever
Style
In-Room Dining

Galleria Mall, Center Court, 2nd floor

EXPLORE WHOTELS.JOBS/FORTLAUDERDALE

W Café
Starr Restaurant
Security
Bliss Spa

Auditioning for:
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The Fort Lauderdale City News is 
published monthly by City News and 
serves the 176,000 residents of Fort 
Lauderdale. Stephen M. Kelley, publish-
er, can be reached at (954) 564-1308.

Editorial Board
Tim Smith
Dan Lewis

Craig Sherritt
Ted Fling
Jon Albee

Dr. Grayson Walker

Contributing Writers
Robert Cherin &

Many others

Food and Entertainment
Kevin Lane

Rob Lowenberg

Advertising Sales: 
(954) 564-1308

Art Direction & Ad Design: 
Patti Smith - ads@citynewsfl.com

(954) 564-1308
www.citynewsfl.com

ADVERTISING RATES 
& SIZES

Deadlines for camera ready art and 
prepayment are the 10th of the month 
for the following month’s issue. Color 
ads are available - please call for prices. 
Adobe Acrobat files work best but we 
try to accommodate most graphic for-
mats. Our monthly advertising rates 
and ad dimensions are:

Full Page - 12.25 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $750

Half Page - 6.125 inches high by 
10.37 inches wide - $400.00

Quarter Page - 6.25 inches high 
by 5.10 inches wide - $240.00

For more information about adver-
tising please call Steve Kelley at (954) 
564-1308 or email your questions to 
ads@citynewsfl.com. 

Mail may be sent to:

Ft. Lauderdale City News
P. O. Box 347
300 E. Oakland Park Blvd.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334

Advertise in the 
Fort Lauderdale City News 

and reach 
60,000 residents of 

Fort Lauderdale!

Introductory Rates are 
affordable and start at 

$750 for a full page, 
$400 for a half page and only  

$240 for a quarter page.

Call Steve Kelley at 
(954) 564-1308 

for more information about
advertising to this huge and 

high-quality audience.
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The Symphony of the Americas Soci-
ety will host its annual “Women of Style 
& Substance” Luncheon on Thursday, 
February 5, 2009 at the Ft. Lauderdale 
Grande Hotel & Yacht Club. This event 
honors outstanding women and men 
of elegance and grace who have distin-
guished themselves in the community 
through their dedication and service to 
our community.

Honorees were announced at a Por-
trait Unveiling Ceremony on November 
18, 2008, at the New River Room of the 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts, 
hosted by event Chairman, Ann M. Bur-
ris.

 This year’s Honorees are:
Josie Bacallao, a true leader at His-

panic Unity of Florida, has consistently 
exemplified style, genuine caring and 
boundless energy in many organiza-
tions in our community.

Sandra K. Booth, of Lauderdale-by-
the-Sea, who was selected for her pas-
sion for mental wellness, medical excel-
lence, children’s education, and many 

years as a successful champion of 
neglected and voiceless children and 
adults.  

Jan Handley, who has served the 
Broward community for many years 
and is the current president of the 
1000+ Club of the American Cancer 
Society.

Anne T. Hotte, Executive Director 
of the Leadership Broward Founda-
tion, Inc, a countywide organization 
dedicated to the training, support 
and networking of leaders to make a 
positive difference in the community.

  
KayeLynne Northcutt, an enthu-

siastic supporter of the Symphony of 
the Americas for many years, serves 
on their Board of Directors and is the 
Official Ambassador and Spokesper-
son for the Symphony Society.

Renee L. Smoley, known as “the 
Mother of Weston,” is a loving mother, 
a loyal friend, and a true compassion-
ate soul.  Many community organiza-
tions have benefited from her com-
mitment to service, and the generous 

Symphony of the Americas 
Announces 2009 Women of Style & Substance

gift of her time, talent and resources.

Michelle Tuggle, who chaired the 
African American Research Library and 
Cultural 5th Anniversary Celebration, 
raising nearly 
$150,000 and 
was honored 
as the 2007 
Woman of 
Distinction for 
the March of 
Dimes.

Stephen A. 
Keller, a great 
lover and sup-
porter of all the 
arts, has and 
continues to be 
an incredible 
mentor to The 
Symphony of 
the Americas. 
His Million Dollar bequest to the Sym-
phony to create the Stephen Keller 
Legacy Challenge, underscores his 
love and knowledge of music, opera, 
and dance - keeping “the art” alive to 
inspire our young people.

 
The Symphony of the Americas 

Society is the support group for the 
acclaimed Symphony of the Americas, 
‘Broward’s Symphony Orchestra.’  

For information on becoming a 
member of the Society or for more 
information on the “Women of Style 
& Substance” Luncheon, please call 
Judy Marini at 954-644-9049.

Is the
Ficus Whitefly   
destroying 
your hedge 
or trees?

Say Bye-Bye Whitefly!

PEST ALERT: 
THE FICUS WHITEFLY
INVASION IS HERE!
A new exotic pest called the 
“Fig Whitefly” or commonly called
the “Ficus Whitefly”, is swiftly
spreading across South Florida.
This Whitefly is aggressively attacking
ficus hedges & trees. The leaves
start to yellow, then turn brown and
eventually drop off the plant and
become completely defoliated and
may cause the ficus to die.

DON’T WAIT ANY LONGER! We can
service your property to help stop
this epidemic if we catch it in time.
CALL HUGH TURNER TODAY!

954.564.0037

• OWNER-OPERATED FOR 20 YEARS!
• Whitefly treatments we have performed:

- Dolphin Stadium
- Seminole Hard Rock
- Plantation Club
- Oaktree Estates
- Many more single family homes

• Structural Pest Control
• Lawn & Ornamental Pest Control & Fertilization
• Palm Tree Specialists - Nutrition Disease
• Termites and Tent Fumigation
• Mosquito Control
• Land Crab Reduction
• Iguana Trappings

When it comes to pests, we’re in control.840 NW 33rd St, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 • For Ficus Whitefly info visit www.hughturnerpc.com
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THE REAL STATE OF THE CITY

The City’s zoning laws do not al-• 
low flexibility of alternative devel-
opment in areas that need it.
Too many layers of bureaucracy • 
have been added to our City’s 
government. 
Parts of our Marine Industry are • 
leaving, due to enticements from 
other coastal cities.
A “Fire Bond” was approved by • 
voters in 2004. The City has al-
ready spent almost 50% of the ap-
proved amount, yet has built only 
20% of the new fire stations it was 
supposed to build. Parts of Rio Vis-
ta are not now receiving timely fire 
and rescue services.

The key problem that endangers our 
city right now is our “out-of-control” 
budget. This problem must be solved 
first, in order to enable us to start work 
on the other problems. The current Ad-
ministration has allowed the budget 
to increase at an astounding 10+% 

per year, every year since 2003, (grow-
ing from $343M to $605M) with no 
population increase! Other cities keep 
budget growth at 1% to 3% annually. 
This out-of-control situation cannot be 
maintained. How can we pay for a 10% 
budget increase this year, when experts 
are predicting a 20% decrease in prop-
erty tax revenues?  

Once we get control over the bud-
get, there are other tasks we can imple-
ment to help polish up our image:

Create a new “Eco-friendly” Advi-• 
sory Board to the City, providing 
recommendations that the City 
government take to help reduce 
the City’s “carbon footprint.”
Encourage the growth of CERT • 

and CVC teams within every 
neighborhood in Fort Lauderdale.
Work with the neighborhoods in • 
enforcing existing rules through 
cooperative code enforcement 
and underlying zoning and land 
use applications. 
Encourage redevelopment con-• 
sistent with neighborhood visions 
and revitalization. 
Establish a more flexible “zon-• 
ing overlay” within certain areas 
of neighborhoods, allowing for 
more mixed use applications, and 
establishing gradual “transitions” 
between zoned areas (ie: between 
commercial and residential areas). 
Our city must become more bik-• 
er and walker friendly. Establish 
wider bike lanes, foot paths and 
open retail (i.e.: cafes) to encour-
age people to come downtown 
and enjoy the city.
Establish walkable inner-city “vil-• 
lages” or destinations that can al-
low new businesses, employment 
opportunities and places for tour-
ists to spend money.

Many of these initiatives will 
help strengthen our local econo-
my, increase the tax base, create 
a more vital city and, in the end, 
help to lower your property tax-
es.

Fort Lauderdale must return to be-
coming a well-run and well-managed 
city that provides a sense of place 
and a sense of pride. We need to be a 
city where Neighborhoods, Advisory 
Boards, Staff, Mayor and Commission 
truly work together as a team – to solve 
problems and plan for the future.

Earl Rynerson welcomes your com-
ments and can be reached at  (954) 445-
0431.

State Of The City - 
Continued from page 1

Looking out for District 4 as 
Broward’s Vice Mayor

                by Broward County Vice Mayor Ken Keechl

 It’s been a little over two years since you elected me to represent you and 
your families on the Broward County Commis-
sion and my pride and enthusiasm hasn’t less-
ened in the least.  Again, I am honored and 
humbled by your vote of confidence in me. 

On November 18th 2008, my eight col-
leagues on the Broward County Commission 
also bestowed upon me an additional hon-
or:  they unanimously elected me to be Bro-
ward County’s Vice Mayor for the next twelve 
months. I can’t remember the last time the 
Broward County Commissioner for District 4 
was actually Mayor or Vice Mayor of Broward 
County.  Obviously, I am honored and hum-
bled by their vote of confidence in me as well.

For the past two years as your County Commissioner, I have looked out for 
(and will continue to look out for) District 4, which is comprised of:  north and 
coastal Deerfield Beach, Hillsboro Beach, Lighthouse Point, southeast and coastal 
Pompano Beach, Sea Ranch Lakes, Lauderdale By The Sea, northeast and coastal 
Ft. Lauderdale, Oakland Park (east of I-95), Wilton Manors, Lazy Lakes, and a 
small portion of north Hollywood and northeast Dania Beach.  I will continue to 
look out for District 4.  

But while looking out for you and your families, I will be simultaneously as-
sisting our new Mayor, Stacy Ritter, in chairing our Commission meetings, and in 
representing Broward County locally, statewide, nationally, and internationally.  
I’m looking forward to the challenge.

Importantly, Mayor Ritter and I share the common belief that Broward Coun-
ty needs to be both business friendly and environmentally sensitive.  We both 
believe that the Broward County Commission should play an important role in 
identifying and encouraging the development of our economic engines.  There-
fore, I will be assisting the Mayor with her stated priorities of:  a) accessing the 
Florida East Coast rail corridor to link Broward’s cities with the airport, seaport, 
courthouse and transportation centers; b) supporting an inland port in western 
Palm Beach County to maximize rail and truck shipping opportunities for Port 
Everglades; and c) “greening” Broward County’s operations by creating a com-
prehensive plan to substantially reduce Broward’s carbon footprint—in a cost 
efficient manner.   

And, of course, I will continue to further my vision (and our shared vision) for 
Broward County by advocating for lowering property taxes, eliminating wasteful 
spending, encouraging a more efficient County government, and continuing the 
protection of our dwindling green and open spaces. 

You and your families deserve nothing less.     

Broward County Commissioner and Vice Mayor Ken Keechl
954- 357-7004
KKeechl@Broward.org 
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Hedge against a severe economic downturn . . .  
with Solar power 

By Robert Alcock, 

Those of us in the renewable en-
ergy business frequently hear people 
talk about how expensive solar pow-
er is and that they will wait until the 
prices come down. What they do not 
usually realize is that everyone else is 
also waiting for the prices to come 
down. Basic economics tells us it is 
not going to happen like that. What 
is likely is that the cost of traditional 
energy gets so high that people grad-
ually start changing their minds. As 
more and more people change their 
minds, demand will rise ... and so will 
the cost. At best – efficiency improve-
ments in technology will help stabilize 
the costs, but unlikely lower them. (In 
fact the latest technology is cheaper 
per watt but less powerful per square 
foot), but that is just on the panels – 
not on the inverters, batteries, charge 
controllers and definitely not on la-
bor.

But there is another aspect to this 
story. Imagine if the economic situa-
tion starts to get really bad (yes – it 
could actually get worse). Imagine if 
YOU lose your job or your business re-
ally starts tanking – are you going to 
be able to afford your mortgage, your 
credit card bills, your utilities? If you 
think about it, the only bills that you 
can pay to get rid of are your electric 
and possibly your water bills. If things 
got really bad and you could no lon-
ger afford any of your bills – do you 
think you would regret that you got 
further into debt with your solar pow-
er system? You wont regret it the day 
that your FPL account is closed down, 
that’s for sure!

I’m not advocating irresponsible 
spending here, but we are living in 
very troubled times and if your family 
is in a financial position to make the 
Solar investment – you should really 
seriously consider it. 

There is a good reason why peo-
ple think Solar power is expensive 
– because they don’t know what to 
compare it to. Comparing the cost of 
a solar system to the cost of an FPL 
bill is like comparing the cost of a car 
to the cost of a bus fair. Think about 
it – in the FPL game, they are the ones 
making the investment, we are the 
ones funding it. (Just take a long term 
look at FPL’s stock prices). When you 
look at it from the point of view of an 
investment, the picture is really differ-
ent.

Solar power can be such a good 
investment that even if it never gener-
ated a single watt of power, it would 
pay for itself! How?

Increase the value of your 
home: the most established Solar 
market in the US is California, and 
there they find that Solar systems re-
coup 120% of their value in home eq-
uity on average. This sounds unlikely 
– especially in these times, but if you 
were looking to buy a house right 
now and one out of the ten houses 
you were consdering had a solar sys-
tem – how heavily would that way on 
your decision?

This point alone makes a solar sys-
tem a sound investment by itself.

Government subsidies: while 
there is some uncertainty over the fu-
ture of subsidies, Presidential Obama 
believes in renewable energy and the 
financial incentives for it. 

Currently, incentives for resi-
dential systems are as follows:

State of Florida:  $4 per watt in-
stalled (up to 5KW) – this would mean 
a $20,000 check for a healthy sized 
residential system.

Federal income tax credit:
30% tax credit for the balance of 

the cost of the system.

As an example  (fictitious num-
bers)      

5 Kw residential Solar system with 
battery back up:  $55,000

State of Florida rebate:   -$20,000
Balance before calculating tax 

credit: $35,000

30 % of balance is allowed as an 
income tax credit: (-$10,500)

Final cost after rebate / tax credit: 
$24,500

(Based on CA results) increased 
home equity:  $66,000

Just to recap – you invested 
$24,500 and your investment is 
worth $66,000 within one year. (Plus 
– you will get net metering energy 
credits, renewable energy credits, you 
will have power when the grid goes 
down and last but not least – heaven 
forbid – you will still have electricity if 
one day you cannot afford your FPL 

bill!) As an investment – this repre-
sents a 269 % ROI. Now – there is 
a lot of room for error there, but no 
matter which way you cut it – this is a 
spectacular investment.

Do you still think solar power is 
expensive? 

It is not, not when you under-
stand the whole picture. 

The only question is – can you af-
ford it?

Robert Alcock  is the founder of  
GREEN Building Products – a Fort 
Lauderale company committed to 
fighting climate change through re-
newable energy and building efficien-
cy products. 

Your questions are welcome - let’s 
reduce your carbon footprint.

GREEN Building Products  is a di-
vision of RACI,inc. Building Services

Robert Alcock can be reached  at 
(954)270-1754 or e-mail: raci@inbox.
com
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Join us for the return of the original Museum of Art | Fort Lauderdale National 
Art Festival. Meet and speak to over 100 high caliber fine artists in a beautiful 
park setting and along artsy Las Olas Boulevard, just steps from the Museum. Art 
on display will include paintings, glass, clay works, sculpture, photography, mixed 
media and more. 

$3–$5 donation requested benefits the Studio School Scholarship Fund. Your dollars 
will aid in providing scholarships to students in grades 1–12. Your donation will also 
provide you with FREE admittance into the Museum the same day!!

This grand event benefits the Studio School, which offers curriculum based 
art classes for students of all ages and skill levels. 

Located at The Museum of Art at 
Huizenga Plaza, corner of Las Olas 

Boulevard & Andrews Avenue 
in the heart of downtown.

The JM Family Art Corner sponsored by:

One East Las Olas Boulevard at Andrews Avenue | (954) 525-5500

January 31 & February 1, 2009
Saturday and Sunday

10 AM–5PM

For more information, visit www.moafl.org
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PO Box 4252 • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338 • 954-614-9942 coleman@colemanprewitt.com • colemanprewitt.com
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Coleman Prewitt for Fort Lauderdale City Commission, District 4, Nonpartisan.

Coleman’s four-point plan will re-energize Fort Lauderdale.
1. Streamline the Fort Lauderdale budget and encourage efficiencies – a difficult necessity.
2. Encourage the right kind of development – support development downtown, yet preserve the integrity of our

neighborhoods and protect our greenspace.
3. Protect the marine industry, a key element of Fort Lauderdale’s economy.
4. Support public safety and our first responders.

Endorsed by Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 31

Coleman Prewitt’s new brand of leadership: steeped in Florida history,
focused on Fort Lauderdale’s future.

Vote on February 10!
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Candidate Forums look at the City Manager
By Thornie Jarrett

 
The candidates for the upcoming 

Mayoral and District Commissioner 
Elections have been appearing togeth-
er at numerous public forums held by 
Neighborhood Associations and other 
groups. 

The Forums have provided the citi-
zens opportunities to hear the Candi-
dates explain in their own words why 
they are seeking office. Some of these 
Forums have included questions from 
citizens wanting to know how candi-
dates would address issues facing the 
city. The format used at most of these 
Forums limit the candidates’ statements 
and answers to a short two to three 
minutes. 

However, in those short sound 
bites citizens have heard candidates 
state why they are running and their re-
sponses to questions asked. Sometimes 
the reason the candidate was running 
was not real clear, muddled in political 
double-talk and sometimes the can-
didate had a clear mission. Sometimes 
the response to a question left the audi-
ence trying to link the answer with the 
original question and sometimes the 
candidate responded with a clear and 
concise answer.

What the citizens have walked away 
from these Forums is a sense of which 
candidates are prepared to take office 
and immediately lead the city out of its 
many problems and which candidates 
do not have a plan and want to be 
elected and then given time to decide 
what should be done.

The city has suffered the last four 
years, and continues to suffer, from in-
adequate city management. They have 
tried going through a learning curve 
from running a little town to running 
a big city; we do not need to contin-
ue that with an unprepared and unin-
formed City Commission the next three 
years.

The reasons given by the different 
candidates for running for city commis-
sion range from the incumbent is not 
doing a good job, to the seat is open 
and they are the best candidate, to the 
city has problems and they are going to 
fix the problems.

There are two Incumbents who feel 
they are doing a good job and should 
be re-elected. Before term limits exist-
ed it was always challengers running 
against incumbents. The charge that 
the Incumbent was not doing a good 
job was common. Although some Citi-
zens may be unhappy with a Commis-
sioner’s vote on a specific ordinance or 
project, the real test of a sitting official 
for most citizens is how well the city is 
being run and if not what side of the 
problem is the Incumbent on.

The Mayor and two District Commis-
sioner seats are open due to term limits. 
[Thank goodness Tim Smith pushed for 
those term limits.] The theme used by 
many candidates for these offices was 
they were the best candidate. Of course 
every candidate feels they are the best 
candidate to be elected. The questions 
most citizens have: Is the candidate pre-
pared for the position? Does the can-
didate know the problems and have 
solutions?

The candidates’ opening remarks 
about why they are running, although 
interesting and important to many Citi-
zens, did not make anyone to jump to 
the top of the group.

The questions from Citizens bought 
out the real leaders. Many questions 
had to do with the City’s problems. By 
any measure the City is not doing well. 
Budget increases and management 
salaries totally out of line with reality, 
lost of good employ-
ees, Water Works 2011 
Project skyrocketing to 
one billion Dollars, fail-
ure of Fire Bond Project, 
and many other failures 
in City government are 
but a few of the prob-
lems.

Candidates who 
did not have answers 
and spoke of improve-
ments only in generali-
ties did not fare well. Candidates who 
have thought out the problems and 
have solutions were seen as leaders.

The question that most citizens 
wanted to hear the candidates answer 
was would they retain or replace the 
City Manager. Many residents feel that 
the City Manager is responsible for most 
of the problems the city is incurring 
due to his and his staff’s inadequacies 
to perform their duties. And, the City 
Commission is responsible for keep-
ing the City Manager and allowing the 
problems to continue. Citizens wanted 
to know if the candidates were going 
to do something to start correcting the 
City’s problems and move to replace the 
City Manager with someone capable of 
running a metropolitan city. candidate 
answers that waned and said wait and 
see what happens or that changes could 
be made without personnel changes 
were met with great skepticism by most 
people.

The way that some candidates 
squirmed out of answering the ques-
tion led some citizens to believe that 
they were the City Manager’s hand-
picked candidates to assure his job con-
tinuance. Yes, rest assured that the City 
Manager has a slate of candidates that 
he will help anyway he can so that he 
and his cronies keep the best paying 

jobs in American government.
The clear winners were the candi-

dates who acknowledged that the City 
Manager must be replaced in order to 
change the course the City is on. Resi-
dents applauded candidates who spoke 
up and said the City Manager must go.

Mayoral Candidate Earl Rynerson Mayoral Candidate Earl Rynerson 
stands out among the other candidates stands out among the other candidates 
in that race for his statements on this in that race for his statements on this 
subject. Rynerson stated that replace-subject. Rynerson stated that replace-
ment of the City Manager is the first ment of the City Manager is the first 
step to correcting the City’s problems. step to correcting the City’s problems. 
He said that the City Manager was the He said that the City Manager was the 
point man for the Commission’s policies point man for the Commission’s policies 
and must be someone who can work and must be someone who can work 
under the direction of the Commission under the direction of the Commission 
yet understand he is serving the citizens. yet understand he is serving the citizens. 
citizens realize that without a good City citizens realize that without a good City 
Manager the problems at City Hall will Manager the problems at City Hall will 
not go away and were impressed with not go away and were impressed with 
what Rynerson had to say.what Rynerson had to say.

District One has an 
incumbent with two chal-
lengers. The incumbent is 
running for her third term, 
hired the City Manager, 
continues to support the 
city management and for 
that reason many see her 
as part of the problem. 
Both challengers have 
questioned the ability of 
the City Manager to per-

form his job. The most stinging descrip-
tion of the City Manager’s management 
style put on public record was candidate 
Bruce Roberts letter of resignation as the 
City’s Chief of Police. Without saying it, 
few Citizens would believe that Roberts 
would retain the City Manager.

District Two also has an Incumbent 
with two challengers. Commissioner 
Charlotte Rodstrom is the incumbent 
and is running for her second term, 
is not responsible for hiring the City 
Manager and has openly asked for his 
removal. Yes, Commissioner Rodstrom 
has asked for the City Manager’s res-
ignation in Commission Meeting. And, 
in her District she has been cheered for 
her strong stand on the subject. Com-
missioner Rodstrom has clearly stated 
that to fix the City’s problems you must 
change the management. Most Citizens 
agreed with her views and also that her 
experience on the Commission the last 
three years makes her the best prepared 
for the job.

District Four is an open seat on the 
Commission. There are three candidates 
running in that race. One candidate has 
made statements about mismanage-
ment at City Hall without specifics. An-
other candidate appears to be one of 
the City Manager’s personal picks. And, 
then you have Coleman Prewitt who 
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The city has 
suffered the 

last four years, 
and continues 
to suffer, from 
inadequate city 
management.

acknowledges that there is a problem at 
the top. Prewitt has stated that at times 
it seems the leadership of Fort Lauder-
dale is asleep at the wheel. 

Many voters feel Prewitt would 
make the needed changes at City Hall.

The City Elections are only a few 
weeks from now; as predicted, the most 
important issues of the 2009 City Elec-
tions will be the future course of the City 
and who will be at the helm. 

The reactions of residents at the Fo-
rums indicate that they are fed up with 
the status quo, want change, and want 
the best leaders possible to orchestrate 
the change. 

Hopefully, the Citizens will get just 
that.

UPCOMING 2009 
CANDIDATES’ FORUMS 

The Council of Fort Lauderdale 
Civic Associations will host two fo-
rums in support of the upcoming City 
elections. 

On Thursday, January 29, 2009 
prior to the primary, the Council will 
interview candidates running for of-
fice. 

On Thursday, February 26, 2009 
the Council will again interview the 
remaining candidates prior to the 
general election.  

Both sessions will be at City Hall 
in the Commission Chamber on the 
1st floor each beginning promptly at 
7:00 PM.  Christopher Pollock will be 
the moderator.  

The public is encouraged to at-
tend and participate.

For further information contact 
Betty Shelley 954 938-9230 or Genia 
Ellis 954 205-9648.  

PLEASE VOTE!
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BRINGING BACK YOUR 
VOICE – PART 2

by Police Chief Bruce Roberts 
(Retired)

Candidate for City Commission 
District 1

In the previous issue 
of the “Fort Lauderdale 
City News,” I described 
my position on bringing 
back “Citizen Participation 
in Government Decisions” 
and “Effective and Efficient 
Public Safety – Let’s Reduce 
Crime Again.” In this issue, 
I will explain my position 
on two other important is-
sues. 

Collegial Leadership on the 
City Commission

Just as important as citizen par-
ticipation in government decisions, 
is the need for the City Commission 
to act in concert and in a professional 
manner. The City Commission should 
set the example of how they expect all 
city employees to conduct themselves 
in their relations with the commu-
nity. The City Commission should be 
able to understand, accept and utilize 
community input in all of their delib-
erations. The City Commission should 
consider a citywide vision and view-

point in all of their actions. The City 
Commission should accept responsi-
bility for their decisions.

 
I will bring back genuine leader-

ship to the City Commission - a lead-
ership that leads by example. I will 
bring back a leadership that enthusi-
astically accepts community input and 
participation in all government deci-
sions. I will bring back a leadership 
that serves as a steward for our direc-
tors - you, the citizenry. I will bring 
back a leadership that is held account-
able. I will bring back a leadership that 
takes action when you want it to, and 
one that does not insulate or hide it-
self behind the bureaucratic curtain. I 
will bring back a leadership that repre-
sents, and honors, all members of our 
wonderful, diverse city.  

 
In short, I will bring back a leader-

ship that works for you and does the 
right thing for the right reason.

Balanced Development That Will 
Protect Our Neighborhoods and 
Greenspace

In order to ensure vitality and 
dynamism, a community must move 
forward, looking to the future. Several 
factors, such as economic develop-
ment and education, contribute to 
this movement. Economic develop-
ment and education can ensure jobs. 

 
However, develop-

ment must be measured. 
This means that the final 
product must serve a com-
mon good; a common 
good cannot be achieved 
without equal participa-
tion in the development 
process. The integrity of 
neighborhoods must be 
protected. 

 
I subscribe to a city-

wide vision for all issues, 
and as such recognize the need to 
develop the Sistrunk Corridor and 
the Beach within the guidelines de-
scribed above. However, as it relates 
to District 1, I see two specific matters 
which need continued attention. The 
neighborhoods have spoken and are 
opposed to the development of the 
Coral Ridge golf course: I support our 
neighborhoods. Secondly, the main 
business corridors are languishing. I 
will ask my fellow Commissioners and 
the public to help establish a broad 
based economic development panel 

Continued on page 11

Meet Romney Rogers

My name is Romney Rogers and  
I am running for Fort Lauderdale City 
Commision, District IV , the district in 
which I was 
raised. My 
roots in the 
community 
are deep; the 
Rogers fam-
ily arrived in 
Fort Lauder-
dale in 1925. 
For 30 years 
I have been 
involved in 
community 
service as well as carrying on the tra-
ditions as a third-generation lawyer 
in the law firm which my grandfather 
founded and where my father spent 
his entire 60-year professional career.

My primary  education was all in 
District IV; at Southside School, Rog-
ers Junior High School,( which was 
named after my grandfather who was 
the first Congressman from Fort Lau-
derdale) and Stranahan High. High 
School. Whether by foot, bicycle, boat, 
or car, I believe that over the course 
of my life I have been on most every 
street, canal, or park in our district. 

My college degree is in business 
administration from Rutgers Univer-
sity and my law degree from Mercer 
University in 1978. My wife, Candace, 
and I have been married for 31 years. 
We have two adult sons, Dwight L. 
Rogers, IV, who after attending college 
on a golf scholarship and playing pro-
fessionally for a year, is now the singles 
minister at the First Baptist Church of 
Fort Lauderdale, and Romney C.  Cam  
Rogers, Jr., who just graduated col-
lege with a business degree and plans 
to attend law school. 

Watching Fort Lauderdale grow 
into a world-class city with a diverse 
mix of people from many backgrounds 
and cultures has created both benefits 
and challenges. Now we must work 
together to preserve the traditions of 
our past while moving forward as a so-
phisticated city of excellence. Preserv-
ing the character and security of our 
neighborhoods is a priority, since they 
are the very bedrock and lifeblood of 
our community. Making sure that we 
have a safe, secure and attractive en-
vironment in which to live, work, and 
play is a worthy goal that we all need 
to work together to accomplish. I am 
the best person to handle those chal-
lenges and provide the leadership to 
ensure Fort Lauderdale’s prosperity!

We may always have the challeng-

es of efficiently providing for essential 
police, fire, and emergency services 
and balancing neighborhood pres-
ervation with private property rights 
and economic development. But as 
we ignite a spirit of community pride 
and cooperation, these issues will be 
addressed, and the residents of Fort 
Lauderdale will face the future with 
hope, enjoying all the benefits of liv-
ing in the  Venice of America.  

 Most importantly, our city needs 
proven, visionary leadership to ad-
dress issues with both historical per-
spective and creative solutions for the 
future. I can best provide that. My 
pledge to you as a Commissioner is 
to face every challenge with an open 
mind in order to find the best possible 
solution, not only for District IV, but 
for the community at large. I will work 
diligently, with integrity, always adher-
ing to the highest ethical standards.

My community service began 30 
years ago with my involvement at 
the Broward County Bar Association 
and has continued until today. I have 
served on over a dozen community 
Board of Directors and have chaired 
many of those Boards. Currently, I 
serve as Secretary/Trustee of the City s 
Police and Fire Pension Board and have 
served in that capacity for six years, 
overseeing a $500,000,000 pension 
fund which has recently required over 
$20,000,000 of city contributions. I 
am a founding member of the Board 
of Directors for the Broward Housing 
Partnership, which is a community-
based coalition of organizations which 
grew out of an initiative I fostered as 
Chair of the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Chamber of Commerce. I am also Co-
Chair of the Fort Lauderdale Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast Committee; member 
of the Board of Directors of SunTrust 
Bank; and I am an active member of 
my church, where I have been Chair-
man of the Deacons, Trustee and also 
taught small group classes. 

I have acted as a City Attorney for 
two separate cities. I have advised City 
Commissioners, written municipal or-
dinances, negotiated union contracts 
and successfully prosecuted porno-
graphic purveyors for maintaining 
public nuisances. As President of Stra-
nahan House, I initiated an endow-
ment to ensure its continued mainte-
nance and support. During my tenure 
as President of the Fort Lauderdale 
Rotary Club, we partnered with the 
City and neighborhood residents to 
create Virginia Young Park. I served on 
the Historic Preservation Board for the 
City, and acted as Treasurer for Bon-

net House. I have also enjoyed coach-
ing youth soccer, football and baseball 
at both Holiday Park and Floyd Hull 
Stadium for 12 years. I have provided 
quality leadership in Fort Lauderdale 
for 30 years, and now I offer to bring 
that leadership to the Commission.

Whatever the issues, I promise to 
seek public input and will use the ex-
pertise of not only my experiences, but 
all facets of our community to make 
our government more responsive and 
efficient. I will maintain an open-door 
policy and always be willing to listen. 

Fort Lauderdale has so much to 
offer. I am prepared and passionate 
about leading Fort Lauderdale’s as-
cent into the future. With your sup-
port, I will ensure it continues to be a 
family-oriented, quality place to live, a 
relaxing escape for many, and an ex-
citing destination for the tourists who 
visit each year. I know better things 
are yet to come and better things are 
still to be done in our city.
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APOCLYPSE NOW

By Steve Rossi

Crime is one of the four pillars of 
my campaign platform.   It is an is-
sue that is near and dear to my heart.   
Other candidates in this election may 
tell you they have gotten the endorse-
ment from the Police Union, but there 
is only one candidate with the train-
ing and experience to talk 
about crime and police en-
forcement.   Steve Rossi.   

The first thing that 
everybody needs to un-
derstand is that crime and 
police enforcement is a 
complex, multi-layered 
problem with no easy fix.   
The second thing that ev-
erybody needs to under-
stand is that the problems 
all revolve around money.

Let me give you an example of 
how “nuanced” the situation is.   The 
Police Department generates a lot of 
income for the City.   Many people 
may not know that, although they 
may have unknowingly experienced 
it directly.    Fort Lauderdale, like ev-
ery city, has traffic laws.  Until recently, 
Fort Lauderdale Police made traffic 
stops and issued citations within the 
city limits.   Those cases go to Traffic 
Court, where a Magistrate usually re-
solves the case by a payment of a fine 
and court costs.    Fort Lauderdale, as 
the arresting agency gets a portion of 
the money that is generated.   

The “game” was recently changed.   
Now the Broward County Sherriff’s 
Office, or any other surrounding 
agency, can make traffic stops, and 
issue citations within Fort Lauderdale 
city limits.   If another agency was the 
arresting agency, then THEY will get a 
portion of the income when it is gen-
erated by the Traffic Court.   If the Fort 
Lauderdale Police Department contin-
ues to lose officers due to attrition, it 
will ultimately affect the bottom line 
of income generated by the Police De-
partment.

It is a simple numbers game, the 
fewer officers there are, the less traffic 
arrests and citations there are.  Cold, 
hard math.   Other police agencies are 
encroaching on Fort Lauderdale, and 
we’re just letting them do it.

The “how” of it has been the 
subject of much public debate.   The 
brief space afforded to me by this fine 
publication prevents me from giving 

a comprehensive chronology of all of 
the events.   Suffice it to say that the 
contract between the Police Union 
and the City of Fort Lauderdale ex-
pired a few years ago.  The negotia-
tions were handled by the City Man-
ager, George Gretsas, for the City of 
Fort Lauderdale. The negotiations 
were bitter, and at times dripping in 
venom.   Prior to the negotiations, the 
Fort Lauderdale Police Force ranked 

among the lowest paying 
police agencies in Broward 
County and South Flori-
da.   Fort Lauderdale was 
already in the process of 
losing experienced, quali-
fied officers to other South 
Florida Agencies.

The negotiations re-
sulted in the City forcing 
the police union to accept 
a contract for less money 
than what was appropri-
ate.   The two year contract 

was retroactive, meaning that the ne-
gotiations for a new contract is going 
to start within a few months of the 
Mayor and the new Commissioners 
taking office.   This election is critical 
to the future of a viable police force in 
Fort Lauderdale.

The other direct result of the nego-
tiations for the past contract with the 
Police Union was that long standing 
Police Chief, Bruce Roberts, resigned.   
He resigned because he was disgust-
ed with the management style, atti-
tude and demeanor of George Gret-
sas toward the Police Department.  

The City has been losing qualified 
officers ever since.   The City spends 
millions of dollars training officers only 
to lose them to other local agencies 
who are offering higher salaries and 
better benefits.  

If you look very closely at the 2009 
Budget for the City of Fort Lauderdale, 
two things immediately attract your at-
tention.   The Police Department is the 
single biggest expenditure/service on 
the Budget. The second, and perhaps 
more important, item to this article, is 
the fact that Mr. Gretsas was only able 
to balance or contain the budget be-
cause he held down the salaries and 
expenditures of the Police Department 
and the Fire Department.   

One last interesting component 
of the Budget: there is a surplus of 
$75 Million.   We all understand that 
money is set aside for a rainy day.   
Well, due to the situation with the 
Police Department, it’s a downpour.   
I propose the City tap into those re-
serves and use them to negotiate the 

next contract with the Police Union.   
We have to make it more financially 
attractive for officers to stay with the 
Department, than to leave for another 
agency.

Again, the issue is money.   The 
purse strings, in this case, are held by 
George Gretsas. The math is simple.  
In order to solve the problem with 
the Police Department, we must first 
solve the problem of the City Manag-
er, George Gretsas.   As long as there 
is dissension and turmoil amongst 
the City Commissioners (including the 
Mayor) in setting policy, there will be 
no resolution of this problem.  The 
City Manager has been given a free 
hand to set the policy as he sees fit.

One solution would be to revise 
the City Charter to create as “Strong 
Mayor” (Mayor-Commission) form of 
government.    Under that system, the 
City Manager is answerable to one 
person.  One person who has the ex-
perience and ability to solve the state 
of relations with the Police Depart-
ment.  

We must have the strongest, most 
prestigious police force in the county.   
The economic future of the City, and 
all of the companies transacting busi-
ness in the City are dependent upon 
the Police Department.   The major 
economic resource for Fort Lauder-
dale is tourism.   If there is not safety 
and security for the visitors to our 
City, people will just go away.   Tour-
ism dies, we die.   Again, cold, hard 
math.   

The only other solution, which is 
equally unpalatable, is to “privatize” 
the Police Department.  By that, I 
mean negotiate a deal with the Bro-
ward Sheriff’s Department to take 
over the police and fire departments 
of the City.   

The bottom line is that security 
and safety MUST be preserved.   You 
cannot accomplish the most vital and 
basic of governmental functions by 
cutting the budget for the Police De-
partment.   So, let’s either pay them 
and give them the financial resources 
to rebuild the department or contract 
the services to BSO and be done with 
it.   Let’s just stop talking about it ad 
nauseum until the problem takes care 
of itself, and ordinary citizens start 
getting hurt.

Steve Rossi can be reached at  call 
(954) 531-9270 or email to steve@at-
torneyrossi.com

More Candidates’ Forum
that will tackle the issues surrounding 
the future use of the Galt Ocean Mile, 
Oakland Park Boulevard and Com-
mercial Boulevard. 

 
Tourism and the marine industry 

are also key components to the sur-
vival and enrichment of Fort Lauder-
dale. I have been and will always be 
an advocate for tourism and look for-
ward to promoting our great City as a 
welcoming and hospitable destination 
for everyone. Our marine industry is 
losing some ground to competition. 
Working with my fellow Commission-
ers and with public input, I intend to 
create a panel which will be tasked to 
recommend realistic solutions halting 
this loss.

Having served our community for 
35 years as police officer and police 
chief, I am eager to continue in that 
service during these very trying times. 
I will bring to the Commission the ex-
perience of making difficult decisions 
during emergencies; I will bring back 
citizen participation in government 
decisions; I will bring back effective 
and efficient public safety and reduce 
crime again; I will bring back a bud-
get that addresses the community’s 
priorities. 

As always, I look forward to 
hearing from you. Please contact me 
through my website bruce@vote-
bruceroberts.com, or call me at 954-
547-9029.

Bringing Back Your Voice, Part 2 - 
continued from page 10

Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office in 

2009?
          
In March, 2009, the mayor’s 

seat and all four city commission will 
likely be open to challengers. Mayor 
Naugle along with Commissioners 
Hutchinson and Moore will be term 
limited out of office. 

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s dis-
cuss how the Fort Lauderdale City 
News can help you get your message 
out.

Remember: The Fort Lauderdale 
City News goes to every voter in the 
city.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.
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Candidates: 
considering a run 
for public office 

in 2009?
          
In March, 2009, the mayor’s 

seat and all four city commission will 
likely be open to challengers. Mayor 
Naugle along with Commissioners 
Hutchinson and Moore will be term 
limited out of office. 

Call (954) 564-1308 and let’s dis-
cuss how the Fort Lauderdale City 
News can help you get your message 
out.

Remember: The Fort Lauderdale 
City News goes to every voter in the 
city.

Now is the time to let the voters 
know who you are and what you can 
do for the city.

A New Year For The 
Homeless And The 
Nearly Homeless

By Jim Lewis, Candidate for Fort 
Lauderdale Commission, District 4

They come from every-
where, Boston, New York, 
Cleveland, West Virginia, and 
the Eastern Caribbean.  Most 
are men, but increasingly 
more are women, and now 
sadly more are children.

Many flock here not only 
for the weather; but for hope 
of some economic opportu-
nity.

Some chose to wait for limited 
space in a shelter while others are 
content to sleep on a park bench or 
in a car.

Many well-intentioned people try 
to help them.  We feed them in shel-
ters, churches and on the street.  Our 
police try to keep them from being 
nuisances to our residents and visitors 
alike.  But homelessness is not a crime, 
and our police simply don’t have the 
legal means or resources to make the 
homeless disappear.

We have an obligation to the resi-
dents and visitors of our city that parks 
and public areas like Riverwalk be kept 
safe and attractive.  The economic re-
ality of the future suggests that more 
homeless will make Fort Lauderdale 
streets home.  Our city will suffer in 
many ways if every park bench is 
made into an overnight sofa.

We can do more; we must do 
more to deal with the problem.  The 
county government must do more.  
There should be more homeless shel-
ters in Hollywood and Deerfield, not 
just Fort Lauderdale.  We don’t need 
another tent city in Fort Lauderdale 
and we shouldn’t try to turn our city 
into a tent.

I suggest we create a corp of vol-
unteers who want to help the home-
less get off the streets.  A little part-
time social work never hurt anybody.  
We should train these volunteers on 
how to help the homeless find gov-
ernment and private resources to get 
them off the streets.  Our corp of vol-
unteers can travel in teams through-
out our parks and public areas where 
the homeless congregate, and try to 

help these people.  Maybe we can get 
them some clothes, a haircut, a job, 
or when         appropriate a bus ticket 
back home.  Our souls will be better 
off and so will our city.

How about the nearly homeless. 
When I see small businesses continue 
to shut down along Davie Boulevard, 

I become concerned, how 
are we going to pay our bills?  
Why are we as a city allow-
ing economic opportunities 
to disappear?  Why can’t we 
do more to keep the Balti-
more Orioles here for spring 
training and get the Airshow 
back?.  We must aggressively 
seek jobs for our city or ev-
erybody could be sleeping in 
the parks.

We must also start trimming our 
city budget now to avoid the city gov-
ernment from becoming homeless.  
We should not wait for crisis.  I don’t 
think there is going to be any money 
left from the federal government to 
bail the city out.  It’s up to the resi-
dents of Fort Lauderdale to demand 
our city government be responsible 
through these lean times.  If we don’t 
we could be the best homeless city of 
our size before we know what hit us. 

Jim Lewis can be reached at (954) 
523-4081 or email JimLewisforth-
ecity@yahoo.com

YES WE WILL!

Coleman Prewitt,  
candidate for Fort Lauderdale City 

Commission, District 4. 

Yes We Can!  This mantra of the 
Obama campaign has inspired mil-
lions to visit the polls and has brought 
a new generation into American 
politics.  This hopeful idea in a fear-
ful world has shown many Ameri-
cans that, despite the 
bleak economic pic-
ture, brighter days lie 
ahead.  But how do 
we turn hope into re-
ality?  And what does 
this message mean for 
Fort Lauderdale?

It is often far easier 
to create hope than to 
bring about real ac-
tion.  And while hope 
will bring voters to the 
polls, it is only real ac-
tion that will bring back 
their jobs, stabilize the housing market 
and arrest our increasing crime rates.  
Fort Lauderdale, like our great nation, 
is hopeful—hopeful for change and a 
better tomorrow.  

Many of the problems we face as 
a City are the same as those faced by 
our nation as a whole.  The deterio-
rating economy, the sinking job mar-
ket and the deflating housing bubble 
are problems shared by everyone.  Al-
though the City is limited in what it 
can do to adequately address these is-
sues, it is important that the City work 
closely with federal, state and local 
authorities to do what it can to pro-
vide a coordinated response to these 
common problems.

However, there are issues that are 
unique to our City.  Many citizens of 
Fort Lauderdale believe that their City 
government is out of touch and insen-
sitive to their needs.  Neighborhoods 
and businesses alike feel ignored and 
mistreated and that their City is not 
listening to their concerns.  They feel 
that it is only the squeakiest wheel 
that gets the oil and the rest are ig-
nored.  With ballooning City budgets 
in this economic crisis, citizens are left 
with no alternative but to believe their 

City does not care anymore.

But the current elections give Fort 
Lauderdale citizens real reason for 
hope.  The new Commission will have 
at least three new faces—a new ma-
jority.  The prospect of new, proactive 
and sensitive leadership is on the ho-
rizon and with that comes the oppor-
tunity to retake and rebuild our City.  
Yes we can!  We must elect new Com-
missioners who pledge to create a 
more inclusive government—one re-

sponsive to the needs 
of our community.  We 
also need Commis-
sioners with creative 
ideas to make our City 
more efficient.  The 
days of ballooning City 
budgets must come to 
an end.  Our citizens 
and businesses simply 
cannot afford these ex-
cesses anymore.

I will be such a 
Commissioner.

I will work hard 
with our other Commissioners to 
make our City government more re-
sponsive, more proactive and more 
efficient.  But our work as citizens 
does not end on election day, it is just 
beginning.  We must also do our part 
to work with the new Commission, to 
rebuild our City and create a strong vi-
sion for the future.  Turning our hopes 
into reality is hard work and everyone 
has a part to play. As a new Commis-
sion, we must re-engage our citizens, 
neighborhoods and businesses.  We 
must not simply give the impression 
that the City is listening to and con-
cerned about the issues—we must ac-
tually listen to and promptly respond 
to these concerns.  To do this, we 
must improve the dialogue between 
the City and its citizens.  It is the job of 
each and every one of us to turn “Yes 
We Can” into “Yes We Will!”

My name is Coleman Prewitt and 
I am a candidate for the Fort Lau-
derdale City Commission, District 4. 
Please contact me at coleman@cole-
manprewitt.com or 954-614-9942 to 
share your ideas and check out my 
website at www.colemanprewitt.
com.  Together, we will build a new 
and better Fort Lauderdale.
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Howard Elfman Kicks 

Off Campaign
For Fort Lauderdale 
Commission 2 Seat

Local businessman Howard Elf-
man kicked off his campaign for the 
Fort Lauderdale City Commission Dis-
trict 2 seat December 11, pledging to 
use his background and 
experience to run Fort 
Lauderdale like a busi-
ness.  Elfman cited the 
slumping economy and 
its anticipated impact on 
next year’s budget as his 
reasons for jumping into 
the race.

“Fort Lauderdale got 
off relatively easy this 
budget cycle, but next 
year we’ll have tough 
decisions to make – and 
jobs and our entire economy will be 
on the line,” Elfman said.  “With the 
high foreclosure rate and lowered 
property tax assessments, we’ll be 
bringing in less money, and the city 
budget will face dramatic cuts.  I’m 
the only one in this race who’s met 
tight budgets and been responsible 
for people’s livelihoods.”

He joins the race against incum-
bent Charlotte Rodstrom and activist 
Steve Glassman.

Elfman moved to Fort Lauderdale 
in 1989.  He became a fulltime real 
estate broker in 2000, and in 2002 
opened Distinctive Homes Realty, a 
Fort Lauderdale real estate firm with 
14 agents.  

Elfman also has a long history of 
civic involvement.  He sat on the Fort 
Lauderdale Code Enforcement Board 
for five years, resolving code disputes 
that have a real impact on the quality 
of life in our neighborhoods.  He’s ac-
tive in both the Realtor Association of 
Greater Fort Lauderdale (RAGFL) and 
the Florida Association of Realtors.  

And he’s a former 
board member of the 
Riverwalk Trust, sitting 
on the Master Plan and 
Projects Committee that 
helped shape the water-
front on the New River in 
downtown Fort Lauder-
dale.  

Additionally, Elfman 
wants to break the stale-
mate and bickering that 
stalls progress in Fort 
Lauderdale.  

“Fort Lauderdale’s leadership 
needs to break away from its small 
town outlook and step up to realize 
that our city is an international tour-
ist and business destination,” Elfman 
said.  “If we run the city as a business, 
we’ll attract business – and that ben-
efits everyone’s bottom line.”

Howard Elfman can be reached at 
954/727-3614 or at howardelfman@
yahoo.com.  

For more information or to con-
tribute, check out www.ElectHow-
ardElfman.com.

Why We Need A Change 
In Leadership

Steve Glassman, 
Candidate for Fort Lauderdale City 

Commission District Two

First, I want to thank you for the 
very encouraging responses I received 
to my “Nice to Meet You” article.  I 
heard from many of you 
who know me, and also  
from many new friends as 
well.  The common theme 
in your response was that 
we need “Leadership for a 
Change!”  And I agree.

When Charlotte ran for 
Commissioner in 2006, I 
was a supporter and hope-
ful that she would work 
with the diversity of our dis-
trict and City in bringing us all together 
and moving us forward.  That did not 
happen.  Instead, our District and City 
are more divided than ever and our 
neighborhoods are suffering like nev-
er before.  People are at the breaking 
point, and, yet, our City Commission 
has proved to be dysfunctional – petty 
bickering, gamesmanship, and personal 
agendas have ruled the day instead of 
the true public service demanded in 
these difficult times.

Our Commissioner has not been 
able to build a consensus; she has not 
been able to build a coalition in further-
ing the needs of our district and City.  
Therefore, we all suffer.  When a leader 
takes office and immediately acts in a 
divisive and negative manner, then staff 
and colleagues are quickly alienated 
and are not supportive.  That is what 
occurred when Charlotte Rodstrom be-
gan her term, and we have never recov-
ered from it.  

During the last twelve weeks, I have 
attended every neighborhood meet-
ing in our district, and I am amazed at 
how many times residents (even Board 
members from civic associations) have 
approached me and asked, “Who 
was that woman?” when Commis-
sioner Rodstrom left the room.  At first I 
thought they were joking with me, but 
upon further discussion I learned that 
this was the first they had seen of her.  
This is unacceptable.

For the past three years, we have 
watched how many times Commis-
sioner Rodstrom has had to abstain 
from voting due to a financial conflict 
of interest; we have watched how after 
endless questioning of routine business 
decisions, she consistently votes against 
the recommendations of professional 
staff; we have watched as she held hos-

tage for more than eighteen months the 
Ad Hoc Committee’s recommendations 
for neighborhood code criteria that are 
so necessary in Victoria Park, Poinset-
tia Heights, and Lake Ridge; we have 
watched as she refused to support the 
desires of constituents in Flagler Village 
and Progresso Village who have seen 
development projects killed because 
Commissioner Rodstrom mistakenly be-

lieves that she was elected 
to say ”No” to everything; 
we have watched as she 
turned a deaf ear to the 
residents of the Beach who 
worked for several years 
with development teams 
on two responsible “win-
win” projects; we have 
watched her remain silent 
when our Mayor went to 
war against the GLBT com-
munity; we have watched 

her remain silent when the City Commis-
sion attempted to join the School Board 
of Broward County and the County 
Commission in opposing the “Florida 
Marriage Protection Amendment”; we 
have watched her “Johnny-Come-Late-
ly” efforts to combat the serious crime 
issues that face the South Middle River 
and Middle River Terrace  neighbor-
hoods; we have watched her non-par-
ticipation in the efforts to aggressively 
fight the misguided and unsafe Calypso 
Deep Water Liquefied Natural Gas proj-
ect off our shore.  Everything we have 
watched has negatively affected our 
quality of life and property values.  This 
turning her back on the neighborhoods 
has resulted in a ground swell effort to 
elect a new Commissioner who will not 
renege on campaign promises.  

Commissioner Rodstrom now states 
that she is for economic development. 
How can she accomplish that when she 
has refused to ever consider any devel-
opment?  How can she accomplish that 
when both staff and colleagues on the 
Commission do not respect nor want to 
work with her?

Commissioner Rodstrom has not 
taken the lead in making our City a mod-
ern, cohesive, and progressive metrop-
olis.  The next three years will demand 
a City Commission that works together 
like never before and must accomplish 
that in a way that uplifts us all.  

My next article will detail my vision 
for the City and I encourage you to visit 
www.voteglassman.com or call 954-
790-4199 to continue the dialogue.  

Thank you so much, and let me take 
this opportunity to wish you and yours 
a happy new year! 
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     by Grayson Walker, Ph.D.

Galt Ocean Mile: 
Biggest Crime Scene In 

Broward County
Publisher Steve Kelley wrote, “the 

Galt Ocean Mile is the biggest crime 
scene in Broward County.” I must dis-
agree with Mr. Kelley on a minor point. 
In order for this to be a crime scene, 
the police would have investigated the 
many crimes committed by predatory 
boards. Tragically, the Fort Lauderdale 
police simply do not care about crime 
on the Galt.

How bad are the problems in the 
Gulag? In March 2006, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that Florida’s Condo-
minium Ombudsman Dr. Rizzo was re-
ceiving 700 complaints each week. He 
was overloaded and did not have time 
to acknowledge complaints, much less 
resolve them. The governor’s response 
to the problems was to fire the Om-
budsman.

Millions Taken From Southpoint
Southpoint is one of the twenty 

condos on the Galt. From 1990 until 
2005, Bob Rozema was President of 
the Southpoint Board and Condomin-
ium Association Manager. Florida law 
requires that Condominium Managers 
have a contract, but Rozema worked 
without a contract. Southpoint did not 
report the money as income. Could 
there be even one Board member who 
did not know this was illegal?

Southpoint’s Many Violations Of 
The Law

The DBPR has found many viola-
tions of the law by Southpoint. On Oc-
tober 25, 2004, the DBPR found that 
Southpoint improperly paid Rozema’s 
condominium assessments, improperly 
paid his condominium maintenance, 
improperly paid his property taxes, held 
secret meetings about paying Rozema, 
and failed to maintain Rozema’s em-
ployment records and contract. When 
asked to explain Rozema’s compensa-
tion, Southpoint gave the DBPR “three 
conflicting statements.” In other words, 
the Board lied to the DBPR.

Fourteen Years Of Illegal 
Payments

In November 2004, the Southpoint 
Board wrote to the DBPR. They admit-
ted breaking the law. They admitting 
making illegal payments to Rozema. 
There has not been an accounting of 
the payments, which could run into mil-
lions of dollars.

Fourteen years of illegal payments 
requires a comprehensive audit of these 

funds. Until then, it is mathematically 
impossible to determine how much to 
charge any Owner. Southpoint’s Own-
ers have a right to know how much of 
their money was spent on illegal pay-
ments to Rozema, and possibly others. 
What else would be discovered? Why 
does the Southpoint Board continue the 
cover-up?

Allegations and Resignation
In February 2005, a group of owners 

hired attorney Inger Garcia and served a 
35-page complaint on Rozema, Glazer, 
and the Southpoint Board. In March 
2005, Rozema resigned as President, 
but the allegations went unanswered. 
Thirty-five pages of allegations, and not 
one denial. In addition, there has never 
been an independent audit of South-
point’s books.

Police Chief Bruce Roberts To 
Southpoint Owners: Drop Dead!

In April 2005, Southpoint’s Own-
ers and Attorney Garcia delivered the 
same complaint to the Fort Lauderdale 
police. They met with two police detec-
tives. The detectives told the Owners 
and Attorney Garcia there was probable 
cause, and that they believed a number 
of crimes had been committed against 
Southpoint’s Owners. However, they 
needed permission from their Chief to 
move forward. Chief Roberts stopped 
the investigation, saying there was no 
money for condominium crime.

No money for condominium 
crime.

Fort Lauderdale’s budget is at least 
twice that of any comparable city in the 
United States. Fort Lauderdale’s police 
department receives the lion’s share of 
that massive budget, making the Fort 
Lauderdale police department the best 
funded and best paid police department 
of its kind. Yet, Chief Roberts told his po-
lice detectives there was no money for 
condominium crime.

Three years later, Roberts is draw-
ing a fat annual retirement income, at 
our expense, of nearly $100,000. Three 
years after stopping a criminal investi-
gation at Southpoint, he wants us to 
elect him to represent us on the City 
Commission, and pay him an additional 
$30,000. The Gulag deserves someone 
who will be our advocate, not someone 
who told us to drop dead.

$200,000 Theft Gets 
Condominium President Twenty 

Years
Christopher Winkelholz, the former 

President of the Whitehall at Pine Island 
Ridge Condominium Association, will 
spend twenty years in prison for em-

bezzlement. He must also serve fifteen 
years probation and make restitution to 
his victims. Winkelholz was convicted of 
stealing more than $200,000 from his 
Condominium Association. If Winkel-
holz was given twenty-years for stealing 
$200,000, what would Rozema have 
received if he had been convicted of 
taking $1,000,000 or more from South-
point? What would an independent au-
dit of Southpoint’s books discover?

An accessory is someone who 
knowingly aids or contributes to the 
commission of a crime. Glazer and the 
Southpoint Board admitted making ille-
gal payments to Rozema. Are these the 
people who should be running South-
point?

$500,000 Wasted – Followed By 
Increased Assessments

In 2002, Southpoint’s lobby was 
renovated at a cost of $354,412.89. This 
was a volunteer project managed by li-
censed Interior Designer Rebecca Bond 
and Interior Decorator Howard Berman. 
Berman and Bond did not receive any 
compensation or reimbursement for the 
lobby renovation, and everything was 
provided to Southpoint at their cost.

On October 26, 2005, Hurricane 
Wilma destroyed Southpoint’s lobby. 
Howard Berman offered to return the 
lobby to its former grandeur at his cost 
of just over $100,000. Berman tried to 
present his plan to the Owners during 
a meeting on February 7, 2006, but 
Glazer turned off the lights and ended 
the meeting. Glazer and his Board then 
squandered $500,000 on the lobby.

Glazer has just announced an in-
crease of over eleven percent (11+%) in 
assessments at Southpoint. If Howard 
Berman had been allowed to restore 
the lobby, there would not be a need 
for the huge increase in assessments.

Foreclosures: Who Pays The 
Assessments?

We are in a major recession, and 
things are getting worse. We just ap-
proved a seven-hundred billion dollar 
bailout, with more to come. Florida 
leads the country in repossessions. Your 
Association should be cutting costs and 
postponing all but the most essential 
expenses. This is a time to tighten your 
belt, not renovate your lobby.

Condominium Associations are los-
ing revenue as the numbers of foreclo-
sures rise. Many of the Owners who 
are struggling to pay their mortgages 
cannot pay their assessments. When a 
condominium is foreclosed, Florida law 
requires the bank to pay no more than 
three months assessments. If an apart-
ment takes longer to sell, the other 
Owners pay. In some Associations, the 

point may be reached where bankrupt-
cy of the Association is the only answer.

Term Limits versus Coronation
In 2004, State Representative Julio 

Robaina proposed term limits for con-
dominium Board members. The prob-
lem is that some Board members are 
serving for almost unlimited time peri-
ods. Robaina proposed, “two term lim-
its on board members unless there are 
no other volunteers.” These term limits 
were narrowly defeated due to the in-
tense lobbying efforts of the enemies of 
the owners.

Instead of term limits, transparency, 
and openness, we face the opposite at 
Southpoint. Glazer and his Board are 
asking Southpoint Owners to extend 
their term of office from one year to 
two. There seem to be no limit to the 
imperialistic dreams of the Glazerites at 
Southpoint.

Three People Who Can Help 
Owners

Inger Garcia, Candidate for Fort 
Lauderdale District 1 City Commissioner. 
The Galt Gulag is in the heart of District 
1. Inger Garcia can be reached at 954-
894-9962, or at Inger@VoteForInger.
com. Visit her website at www.VoteFo-
rInger.com. Support someone who has 
been fighting to protect the rights of the 
owners.

Jan Bergemann of the Cyber Citi-
zens For Justice can be reached at 386-
740-1503 or at Jan@ccfj.net. Support 
Jan’s organization, for it is the only voice 
for Owner’s rights.

State Representative Julio Robaina 
can be reached at 305-442-6868 or at 
Julio.Robaina@myfloridahouse.gov. Ju-
lio deserves very special mention, for he 
is the Legislative Champion of Owner’s 
rights. Julio is YOUR champion. Let him 
know how much you appreciate his 
efforts to help you and protect your 
rights.

Unfortunately, our Condominium 
Ombudsman resigned and the Gover-
nor has not hired a replacement. Call 
the Ombudsman’s Office at 954-202-
3234 or Ombudsman@dbpr.state.fl.us.

About the Author

I own a condominium at South-
point, in the Galt Gulag. I am a Univer-
sity Professor and teach American Gov-
ernment. Nothing prepared me for life 
in the Galt Gulag. The terms of the Flor-
ida Condominium Act means that own-
ers have no Constitutional Rights inside 
their Condominium Association. I have 
been assaulted, battered, slandered, li-
beled, stalked, had my car keyed, and 
had my life threatened because I expose 
condominium crimes. Do you have a 
story to tell or just want to talk? 

Call me at 954-892-5599 or write 
me at AGWIII@Gmail.com.

TALES FROM THE GALT GULAG 
Here comes the Repo Man!
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THE CONDO LawyerTHE CONDO Lawyer
Committed to Justice for the Galt Condo Community

       by Inger Garcia, Esquire

My name is Inger Garcia, Esq.  I 
have been an attorney in private prac-

tice since 1991. Prior to, I worked as 
an Intern Assistant State Attorney for 
Janet Reno in Miami; interned for 
Judges; and interned for my Law 
School Trial Program Director. I have 
been involved in real estate and litiga-
tion for over 16 years.

EDUCATION EDUCATION 
- AVAILABLE CONDO 

WORKSHOPS BY 
OMBUDSMAN’S OFFICE

Since there are over 40 changes 
in the condo laws as of October of 
this year, the Ombudsman’s office is 
attempting to educate the over 1.5 
million Florida condo owners. There 
are over 250,000 condominiums in 
the State. In Miami Beach alone, over 
62% of the homes are owned as con-
dominiums.

William Raphan, who works in 
the Fort Lauderdale Condo Ombuds-
man’s Office, was present at the Mi-
ami Beach meeting on December 12. 

At this meeting he presented 
many of the changes to those pres-
ent. Raphan summarized the new 
“SLAPP” suit provisions; the records 
request provisions, the subpoena 
powers that go with it; the mon-
etary and criminal sanctions against 
wrongdoer board members, that 
20% of unit owners can add an item 
to the agenda, that board members 
more than 90 days delinquent can-
not serve on the boards, no more 
“ghost” votes on behalf of common 
areas, required financial audits every 
two years with mandatory reserves 
for roof, repairs, painting and paving 
parking areas, the required notice of 
upcoming special assessments, and 
buildings over three stories are re-
quired to have three year inspections 

by architects or engineers.
Several education workshops are 

scheduled at a nominal cost of cost of 
$16.00 per session. These will be held 
at Broward County (North Campus), 
on January 9, 2009 from 12 to 4 p.m. 
on how to serve as a board of direc-
tor; on February 6, 2009 from 12 to 4 
p.m. on basic condo finances; and on 
March 6, 2009 from 12 to 4 p.m. on 
condo rules and regulations. To regis-
ter call 954-201-7800.

SUMMARY OF THE LAWS 
CHANGED 

The new law and the specifics can 
be found by looking directly at the law 
by going to the MyFloridaHouse.org 
website, and the CCFJ.net website. 

The new laws will make your con-
do life more enjoyable by giving you 
the enforcement vehicles you need 
to enforce the laws and your condo 
documents and by creating a tougher 
punishment for wrongdoers. 

If you are one of the lucky ones 
who reside in a condo with no 
wrongdoers, then the law will not af-
fect you, but it will create an environ-
ment for the good to stay.

The summary of changes to the 
laws are as follows: 

Removes provision providing for 
windstorm insurance for condomini-
um associations; 

revises association record mainte-
nance requirements; 

provides civil & criminal sanctions; 
prohibits accessibility to certain per-
sonal identifying information of unit 
owners by fellow unit owners; 

restricts association from waiving 
their financial report for more than 2 
years; 

prohibits votes allocated to units 
owned by association from being 
cast; 

requires the board to address 
agenda items proposed by petition of 
unit owners; 

revises meeting notice & location 
requirements; 

provides for securing of ballots; 
revises procedures for filling board va-
cancies; 

authorizes persons acting under 
specific power of attorney to vote on 
behalf of unit owner; 

provides & revises powers of as-
sociation; requires certain ballots to 
contain certain statements; 

provides for adoption & use of re-
serves; 

requires periodic inspection of 

Publisher’s Note:

Inger Garcia has worked tirelessly  
for the Galt Community, often for free, 
for justice for condo owners. She liter-
ally helped write this new legislation 
so highly favorable to condo owners. 
Inger is running for our City Commis-
sion, District One. The primary elec-
tion will be February 10, 2009 when 
at least one of the three candidates for 
the District One City Commission will 
be eliminated. The general election 
will be held March 10, 2009.

If you are tired of being ignored 
by our elected officials please vote on  
February 10. Galt voters are the pow-
erhouse of the city and literally decide 
our both our City Commission and 
mayor’s races. Inger Garcia will work 
for you as will Mayoral Candidate Earl 
Rynerson; they deserve your support.

Steve Kelley

condominium buildings for structural 
& electrical soundness by professional 
engineer or architect; 

prohibits board from adopting 
rules or regulations impairing certain 
rights or prohibiting reasonable ac-
commodation for religious practices; 

prohibits lawsuits arising from unit 
owners’ appearances & presentations 
before governmental entity; 

provides for award of damages & 
attorney fees; 

prohibits expending association 
funds in such suit against unit owner.

EMERGENCY POWERS

One of the most controversial ar-
eas is the change to the emergency 
powers as set forth in Florida Statute 
718.1265. 

This provision allows the board to 
impose assessments, shut down and 
secure buildings during storms and to 
use reserves for repairs – without unit 
owner votes. 

The boards can conduct emer-
gency meetings, name assistant offi-
cers to stand in for absent directors, 
enter into debris removing contracts, 
require the evacuation of the building 
and release itself from liability to those 
who ignore the requests, shut down 
elevators, electricity, water, sewer, air 
conditioners and access to property, 
and borrow money or pledge assets 
without limits to the amounts. The 
time limitation is “until the time rea-
sonably necessary.”

This provision was to allow quick 
responses in emergencies, not to be 
abused as an excuse for mismanage-
ment or to avoid unit owner vote.

The problem that with such pro-
visions is that everything becomes an 
“emergency” since it is the board that 
defines the “emergency.” Much time 
and money is wasted litigating and 
arbitrating “emergencies.” The good 
news is that “emergencies” are not a 
free pass to assess without unit owner 
vote. What a true emergency is can-
not be taken advantage of as freely as 
it has been in the past. Let us hope 
these powers are never needed to be 
exercised. I guess we will see what 
abuses come in the future of this 
power in a non-emergency situation.

CHANGES TO 718.121 AND 
CLAIMS OF LIENS

As of July 1, 2008, before a Claim 
of lien can be filed against a condo 

unit, a written notice must be sent to 
the delinquent unit owner providing 
at least thirty (30) days to pay the de-
linquent assessment, including attor-
ney’s fees and costs for the prepara-
tion of the demand for payment. The 
notice must be sent by registered or 
certified mail to the unit owner at the 
last known address as registered with 
the association. It must also be mailed 
by regular first class U.S. Mail to the 
unit address. Outside of the United 
States, first class mail to the unit ad-
dress and outside of the County is suf-
ficient. If the notice is not in complete 
compliance with this mailing proce-
dure, the unit owner, or his attorney, 
as a defense can fight the lien.

The second step is then the thirty 
(30) day notice with the claim of lien. 
You must keep your receipts of proof 
of mailing for the possible foreclosure 
action if the lien is not paid. Keeping 
the correct account ledger is also im-
portant.

If you are being foreclosed on im-
properly, hire a lawyer to defend your 
home and these new notice require-
ments. If you are an association fore-
closing on a unit owner, please follow 
the notice requirements so the unit 
owner has the proper time to either 
contest the debt, or to pay it.

If you have any comments or 
questions, I can be reached at attor-
ney@IngerGarcia.com or 954-894-
9962.
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THE TROPICAL ARCHITECT REDUX 
Green is Not Just a Color

The Fort 
Lauderdale City 
News is FREE!

Subscription is easy - 
just send an email to 

subscribe@citynewsfl.com 
with your mailing 

address and you’ll be 
promptly added to our list.
Or, call (954) 564-1308

By William Hoffman, Architect

What is Green Building? More spe-
cifically, what is Green Building as rel-
evant to South Florida? That would de-
pend on whom you ask or the resource 
being quoted. These questions will be 
addressed in this series of articles, with 
topics specifically addressing Green is-
sues relevant to South Florida’s sub 
tropic climatic region, which is inherent-
ly unique from the rest of our country.

Green Building is defined, according 
to Wikipedia, as “the practice of increas-
ing the efficiency with which buildings 
use resources such as energy, water 
and materials, while reducing building 
impacts on human health and the envi-
ronment during the buildings life cycle, 
through better siting, design, construc-
tion, operation, maintenance and re-
moval”. Other commonly used termi-
nologies such as natural & sustainable 
are integral to Green Building. A Green 
Building could be a building as simple 
as a Seminole chickee hut or an Eskimo 
igloo. Alternatively, it could be as com-
plicated as meeting the requirements of 
the Unites States Green Building Coun-
cils (USGBC) or the LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certification process. Even the name is 
complicated. “Greening” your home is 
somewhere in-between

Indigenous dwellings, by default, 
were sustainable given the resources 
they had to work with. Over the years, 
with the advent of mechanical and 
transportation systems that could me-
chanically control a building’s environ-

mental systems and transport materials 
from anywhere in the world, the prin-
ciples of green and sustainable building 
have drifted away.

The state of our mother earth is in 
peril. Oil is a finite resource and with 
buildings being the number one energy 
consumers, it would seem to make sense 
that a new building paradigm needs to 
be created. Otherwise, the “Road War-
rior” world is on its way, coming to a 
neighborhood near you … soon.

What can we do? A lot. I am not 
suggesting we all live in a chickee hut. 
However, there are lessons to be learned 
from these indigenous dwellings that 
are as valid today as they where when 
they were the common forms of hous-
ing. These dwellings were designed, in 
part, with what is known today as “Re-
gionalism”, sustainable design that is 
built on the idea of regionalism.

That leads us to the question, what 
is Regionalism? Regional architecture is 
the architecture of a place where the 
form and character are generated as in-
fluenced by its unique culture, climate 
and region. The appropriate house is 
built specifically to suit its unique envi-
ronment. 

There are four climatic region types: 
temperate (New York), hot arid (Phoenix), 
cold (Minneapolis) and hot humid (Fort 
Lauderdale). With a regional approach 
to house design, each region’s homes 
should be unique in response to their 
specific climatic region. This is known 
as the Bioclimatic Approach to Architec-
tural Regionalism. This is an approach 

to design which acknowledges climate 
and environmental conditions, using 
architectural elements to help achieve a 
comfortable living environment. 

South Florida’s sub tropic environ-
ment is unique given that it is the only 
sub tropic region in the continental Unit-
ed States. The geology, weather, climate, 
flora and fauna are unique to this region 
alone. It is hot and humid with torren-
tial rain at times. The landscape left to its 
own devices would turn into a tropical 

jungle in short order. There 
is also a multitude of insects 
and animals that influence 
our homes and person. All 
of these environmental fac-
tors have an influence in a 
regional vision to the de-
sign, construction, opera-
tion and maintenance of 
your home. 

Your house’s orienta-
tion to the sun, as well as 
its size, form, volume, color, 
shape & plan has a huge 
influence on its energy use. 
Window and wall openings 
provide ventilation, which 
is essential. Yet their loca-
tion and orientation, along 
with protection from the 
sun, hurricanes and screen-
ing from insects are impor-
tant considerations. The 
strongest thermal impact 

or heat gain that your home absorbs 
is on the roof. The roof must be water-
tight, insulated, reflect solar radiation 
and stay on in a hurricane. The materi-
als and construction methods affect the 
operation and maintenance over the 
entire life span of your home. Shading 
devices, whether they are built elements 
or landscape material are important in 
the realm of energy efficiency because 
they diffuse the powerful radiation 
mainly from the rising sun in the east 
and setting sun in the west. A few hours 
of the year, moderate heat is required 
and a good portion of the year requires 
no special requirements, but the major 
portion of the year requires air condi-
tioning. Purchasing high efficiency me-
chanical equipment, reducing heat gain 
from the sun, increasing air movement 
and wearing light clothing all contribute 
to creating a comfortable environment 
to live in, thus subsequently lowering 
your energy usage.

Regional criteria should be consid-
ered and addressed when one is de-
signing a new home or revising an ex-
isting one. By no means, is this a new 

approach to design. These principles 
do not cost more money to implement. 
They have been around for years and 
are the basis by which indigenous house 
designs were intuitively created.

Through the integration and sim-
ple application of Green building prin-
ciples, with an understanding of the 
uniqueness of the South Florida region, 
a home in tune with the environment, 
can be a ‘Greener’ home. In the coming 
months this series of articles will have 
Green topics that will help you with the 
‘Greening’ of your home.

About the Author: 

W i l l i a m 
Hoffman is an 
architect who 
designs and 
builds sus-
tainable new 
homes & home 
renovations. He 
welcomes your 
comments or 
questions. Con-
tact info: Phone 
954-561-1642 
or  email - Hoff-
manArchitec-
ture. com 

Here’s the Sebastian House, a Passively Cooled Home in South Melbourne Beach, Florida.
Photo Credit: Bill Sanders Photography
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954 566 4963
TorqueAd.com

Expect the unexpected.

Not your ordinary advertising agency.

SEPARATE ENTRANCE • COMPLIMENTARY VALET OR SELF-PARKING

• Uniquely Presented & Themed Entrees, Appetizers & Desserts

• Martini Bar with Signature Martinis, Happy Hour M-F 4-7pm

• MENTION THIS AD AND GET A FREE*

SIGNATURE MARTINI w/ DINNER ENTREE!

• Join us for a romantic Valentine’s Day Evening!

LOCATED IN THE EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL

1100 SE 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale

For reservations: 9 5 4 . 5 2 7. 2 7 3 0

NOT YOUR TYPICAL HOTEL RESTAURANT & BAR

Enjoy casual, tasteful dining 
in a chic, fun atmosphere.

*Valid through Feb. 28, 2009.
Not valid on Valentine’s Day

ESpotFortLauderdale.com

Roofs, Walkways, 
Fences, Houses,  
Concrete, Decks,  
Chattahoochee, 
Pools, Pavers -  

ask about special projects!

Protect your investment in your beautiful 
brick paver driveway -  

Ask about our long-lasting Paver Sealing!

Affordable Professional Pressure  
Cleaning will make your home look great! 

Josh - (954) 249-8232 
10% with this ad - Licensed & Fully Insured 

Make your Tile Roof look like New 
with our 100% Acrylic Roof Glaze!  

Reduce roof cleanings, UV protection—slows 
mold growth & extends the life of your Roof! 
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This feature, by Parvonae Shaw, 
Psy.D., Licensed Psychologist and Sex 
Therapist will answer your questions 
about sex.  No topic is taboo.   Please 
feel free to email your questions about 
sex to Dr. Fernandez at southfloridasex-
pert@gmail.com.

Dear Dr. Shaw,Dear Dr. Shaw,

My wife and I are making New Years My wife and I are making New Years 
resolutions and we want to be sure to resolutions and we want to be sure to 
include a resolution that will ignite our include a resolution that will ignite our 
sex life.  What are your suggestions?sex life.  What are your suggestions?

Sincerely, 
Amorous Husband

Dear Amorous,

Making your sex life a priority is an 
excellent way to start the new year.  A 
key means to improving your sex life 
is to ensure that you are in top health, 
which is also a great resolution for the 
new year. Many typical new years reso-
lutions such as eating healthier, exercis-
ing, and quitting smoking also improve 
your sexual viability.  Basically a healthy 
heart leads to a healthy sex drive.  

Healthy eating leads to a healthy 
appetite in the bedroom. There are 
specific foods that have been linked to 
improved sexual functioning.  Omega-3 
fatty acids improve nervous system func-
tioning which leads to a better sexual re-
sponse cycle.  You can find omega-3s in 
supplement form or in salmon.  Foods 
that are rich in L-Arginine also boost 
the sex drive, such as granola, oatmeal, 
peanuts, cashews, walnuts, dairy, green 
vegetables, root vegetables, garlic, gin-
seng, soybeans, chickpeas and seeds. 

Engaging in at least 30 minutes of 
cardiovascular activity a day has been 
proven to improve your sex drive and 
once your motor is running you can 
drive right into the bedroom!  Exercise 
is also a great bonding activity between 
couples.  With a better figure you will 
also be more attracted to each other 
and have improved self confidence, 
which will definitely spice things up in 
the bedroom.  Obesity also results in 
low testosterone and has been linked to 
sexual dysfunction.  Low testosterone in 
men or women can decrease sex drive.  

Furthermore, if you have not re-
ceived the memo, not only does smok-
ing kill you, but it can also lead to erec-
tile dysfunction.  Since smoking impedes 
blood flow, there is not enough blood 
flow to the penis for it to become erect.   
Visualize a limp penis the next time you 
go to light up and that should help with 
the quitting process.

As you know, with New Years Reso-
lutions they tend to become impotent 

just in time for the rainy season, so it 
is important that you set a date every 
week to discuss your progress with your 
wife. You can think of you and your 
wife as a team whose main goal is to 
live optimally.  You may need to try new 
strategies for accomplishing your goals 
and be sure to offer each other a ton of 
positive support and encouragement.
Gifting sexy lingerie throughout the 
year can also be a fun reminder of your 
resolution to live love in ’09! 

Sincerely,
Dr. Shaw

Dear Dr. Shaw, Dear Dr. Shaw, 

My husband and I are very busy My husband and I are very busy 
parents and we have found that in parents and we have found that in 
between chauffeuring our children to between chauffeuring our children to 
school, PTA meetings, our careers, sport school, PTA meetings, our careers, sport 
activities, and preparing meals we are activities, and preparing meals we are 
exhausted and do not have any time for exhausted and do not have any time for 
each other. Therefore, the last thing on each other. Therefore, the last thing on 
our minds is sex.  We really love each our minds is sex.  We really love each 
other and want to regain our sexual other and want to regain our sexual 
relationship, but we are not sure how.  relationship, but we are not sure how.  
Any suggestions?Any suggestions?

Sincerely,
Fatigued in Fort Lauderdale

Dear Fatigued,

This is a common concern in our 
area.  We spend so much time manag-
ing our lives that we do not have the 
time to enjoy it.  I suggest that you de-
vote one night a week for sensual time 
between the two of you. You could even 
talk to other parents in the PTA about 
exchanging a night a week where you 
can help care for each others children.  
During your sensual night, you can do 
anything from massages to making hot 
fiery love. The important thing is that 
the time is for you.  If you do not make 
your relationship a priority, it will never 
rank on your to do list!

Sincererly,
Dr. Shaw

About Dr. Parvonae Shaw
Parvonae Shaw, Psy.D. (www.Parvonae Shaw, Psy.D. (www.

southfloridasexpert.com) is a Licensed southfloridasexpert.com) is a Licensed 
Psychologist and Sex Therapist.  Her Psychologist and Sex Therapist.  Her 
office locations are in Downtown Fort office locations are in Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale and Hollywood Beach.  She Lauderdale and Hollywood Beach.  She 
is currently accept-
ing clients who 
want to awaken 
their sex sense!  
Call today for an 
appointment at 
954-205-4369.954-205-4369.

This feature, by Parvonae Shaw, 
P D Li d P h l i t d S

just in time for the rainy season, so it
is important that you set a date every

Reviewed by Fredric H. Karr.  
Member of the District of Colum-
bia bar and retired federal gov-
ernment attorney.
 
Everglades Lawmen : 

True Stories of Game Wardens in 
the Glades (paperback). James T. Huff-
stodt.   

 
“They are guardians of a great 

natural treasure, a fragile 
legacy for succeeding gen-
erations.”  So are described 
in Everglades Lawmen  (by 
James T. Huffstodt) the 
game wardens of the Ev-
erglades.

We as South Florid-
ians are indeed fortunate 
to have the Everglades, 
one of our great natural 
treasures, almost at our 
very doorstep. The game 
wardens of the Glades (the 
Everglades lawmen) do so 
much to keep this great 
treasure in perfect running order (figu-
ratively speaking).  As such, we should 
get to know these folks.

States the author in the Preface, 
“Everglades lawmen is a series of true 
tales relating the exploits and adven-
tures of Everglades game wardens 
from 1951 through 1998.”  All of the 
chapters are preceded by a quote 
which is pertinent to Everglades lore.  
These quotations are from such varied 
personalities as   Everglades lawmen 
(natch!), poachers, “friend”, and Alex-
ander Graham Bell.  

Perhaps fittingly, the final chapter 
of the book is entitled “Everglades 
Sunset.”  It’s to signal the end of the 
narration about the brave men and 
women who protect this great natural 
treasure, or “nature’s cathedral.”  On 
perhaps a somber note, at the end of 
this final chapter is a “Roll of Honor”, 
listing in chronological the 12 Glades 
Lawmen (including one woman) who 
have been killed in the line of duty. 

The duties of the Everglades law-
men are many and varied.  The work 
describes how game wardens aid and 
assist in such situations as airplane 
crashes into the Glades (witness the 
recent collision of two small planes 
on December 8, 2008), Hurricane An-
drew, prison escapes, searches and 
seizures, the apprehension of danger-
ous snakes, chasing poachers, and 
rescuing injured horseback riders.

Today, you’re likely to encounter a 
warden who is college educated, His-

panic, or female.  Indeed, the penulti-
mate chapter of Everglades lawmen, 
“A Women’s Place is in the Woods”, 
presents six different women who 
have made a difference in patrolling 
the Glades.  

Although I would recommend 
Everglades Lawmen to us South Flo-
ridians, the book is not without its 
shortcomings.  First, while the book 
contains a brief (three pages) Sources 
section, there is sadly no Index.  I con-

sider the presence of an In-
dex to be an almost indis-
pensable tool in any work 
of nonfiction.

Another criticism is 
that the stories in a few of 
the chapters don’t flow in 
a logical pattern, that is, 
they don’t all seem to be 
related to the chapter en-
titlement.  Stated another 
way, some of the chapters 
seem to be placed togeth-
er haphazardly in parts.

Word-pictures are a 
definite strength of Ever-

glades Lawmen.  At the book’s begin-
ning, Mr. Huffstodt paints, “Sawgrass 
marsh stretches from horizon to hori-
zon., a vast multicolored sea of brown, 
green, tan, and yellow.”

Shortly thereafter, the author 
draws, “Above, the silver stars glitter 
against the backdrop of satin black 
sky while purple clouds sail the ocean 
sky like ancient ships bound for dis-
tant and exotic lands.”  Well done, Mr.  
Huffstodt! be sure to continue this fa-
vorable trend in your next book.

In a conversation with a poacher 
who illegally shipped meat to New 
York City, the infiltrator-Everglades 
lawman told the poacher he wanted 
to go to New York City and “...see 
snow on the ground for the first time 
in his life.”  Quite the  opposite for 
your truly! Very shortly after I retired 
in 1996, I relocated from the snowy 
northeast to sunny Florida, hoping 
never to see the white stuff again (I 
still haven’t).

“The Everglades have a lot of sto-
ries.  Some are true and some are not.”  
All of the tales in Everglades Lawmen 
are for real, and they’re all compiled 
for you to relish.

While being aware of the  absence 
of  an Index and the haphazard nature 
of some of the chapters, don’t get 
hung up on these points. They aren’t 
fatal to the book’s overall value for us 
South Floridians. So enjoy Everglades 
Lawmen.   

A Book Review
Everglades Lawmen.  James T. Huffstodt.   
Pineapple Press. 239 pp.  $14.95.
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You are invited to be a 
part of this widely 

circulated publication 
dedicated to 

Fort Lauderdale!
The Fort Lauderdale City News is your home for your voice 

to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 
and let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown 
below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 

Solar Hot Water 
Heating: 

A Green Way to save 
on energy costs  

                      
With higher home energy costs in 

a down economy, many homeown-
ers are becoming acutely aware of the 
benefits of using the sun to naturally 
heat their water.  

Saving hundreds of dollars annu-
ally for those who have purchased a 
system solar heating systems are the 
new status symbols of going green. 
Solar collection panels mounted to the 
southern facing roof of some homes 
and western roofs of others are no 
longer considered unattractive.  

Instead, they an indication that 
someone is doing their part for the 
environment while saving real money 
on utility costs.  Having a new solar 
thermal domestic hot water heating 
system installed is easy and installa-
tion is usually completed within one 
day.  

Before you know it you will be the 

talk of the neighborhood with your 
new solar savvy symbol collecting the 
free energy from the sun.  

Saving money and adding value 
to your home will be just some of the 
benefits that the system will provide, 
as well as reducing energy consump-
tion and pollution.  New advance-
ments in solar technology have made 
the rate of return even faster.  

For a typical Fort Lauderdale 
home, 32% of their annual energy bill 

goes to heating water. For most, it 
costs an average of $867 per year 
just to heat water. Government in-
centives for solar thermal domestic 
hot water heating system are very 
generous: 30% tax credit for instal-
lation and a $500 rebate from the 
state of Florida. 

For most homes, the break-
even point can be as little as 36 
months.

Advances in automatic control 
units have maximized the efficiency 
of thermal solar energy collection.  
Improvements in panel design 
have nicely furthered the length 
of sunlight collection time and are 
more aesthetically pleasing.  

Performance by design has 
brought solar thermal collection 
systems to the forefront of the 
green movement. Providing more 
hot water than electric heaters and 
supplying hot water when there is 
no power after a hurricane makes 
switching to solar a easy decision.  

About the Author:

Phil Davis is President of Prestige 
Plumbing Services, Inc. He welcomes 
your comments and can be reached 
at 954-651-0516.  
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You are invited . . . 
 

To be a part of  
the new 

 
Fort Lauderdale  

city news 
 

A city-wide publication  
for us and by us 

 
Your articles about the  
important issues facing  

fort lauderdale are welcome. 
 

Your neighborhood and organizational 
news items, announcements, letters to 

the editor and pictures are also invited. 
 

To discuss article ideas and possibilities 
please call Steve Kelley at (954) 564-1308 
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PALM AIRE RECREATION TAX DISTRICT: 
Pompano’s Vice Mayor Comments

by George Brummer,
Vice Mayor, Pompano Beach
City Commissioner, District 5

I suspect that you probably don’t 
have the resources to check out articles 
submitted for publication, because if 
you had, you would have found that the 

article by Jerry Landau about the Palm 
Aire Special Recreation District, pub-
lished in the November, 2008 edition 
of this publication, is full of inaccuracies, 
exaggerations, misrepresentations and 
omissions, with a little demagoguery 
thrown in for good measure. Some of 
it was intentional for convenience and 
some perhaps unintentional.

 The inaccuracies didn’t wait long. 
In the second sentence of the article, 
Mr. Landau writes about an “FBA stipu-
lation.” The correct name of the compa-
ny was “FPA,” and since “B” is neither 
next to nor near “P” on the QWERTY 
keyboard, it could not be a typographi-
cal error on Mr. Landau part. While that 
inaccuracy is not terribly important, it 
is a good indication that the veracity 
of the rest should be suspect, and for 
good reason. Incidentally, Mr. Landau 
apparently did not become a registered 
voter in Broward County until January 
2008, which means he probably hasn’t 
been a resident of Palm Aire for very 
long, either, so how can he pretend to 
know so much about the community’s 
history, its present status, or its poten-
tial future? Or is he just a self-declared 
expert?

 Mr. Landau writes that the Palm 
Aire built-out maximum under the Pom-
pano Beach’s land use plan has been 
reached, which is true. He contends 
that it can not be changed, which is not 
true. He can’t seem to accept that ap-
plications for land use changes are filed 
all the time; that they take time, money 
and public hearings; and that success, 
while never guaranteed, does occur. 
Simply put, if property owners believe 

the rewards to be sufficient financially, 
they will pursue land use changes. Does 
Mr. Landau honestly expect otherwise? 
Would he do otherwise if he were the 
property owner?

 What Mr. Landau doesn’t address 
is the possibility that he could be wrong 
and what alternatives he would offer 

if he is indeed 
wrong. The fact 
is, the city has 
received an appli-
cation to change 
the land use of a 
portion of Palm 
Aire’s golf course 
property within 
the stipulation 
setting the build-
out maximum 
but not within 
the recreation 
district’s borders. 
What will he and 
his group do as it 

moves through the approval process? 
He doesn’t say.

 Mr. Landau questions the propri-
ety of $20-per-unit contributions made 
by many of Palm Aire’s condominium 
associations without unitowners’ ex-
pressed permission. It doesn’t occur to 
him, perhaps because he is a relative 
newcomer, that it is the responsibility 
of a board of directors to maintain their 
condominiums’ values, a responsibility 
that can go beyond fixing roofs, repav-
ing parking lots and painting buildings. 
He conveniently omits that $10 of that 
$20 has been returned by the steering 
committee because it was not needed, 
which brings the contribution down to 
the cost of a person’s modest breakfast, 
tax and tip. And he doesn’t think about 
where the money to pay attorneys and 
others might come from if a land use 
application has to be opposed by more 
than just people coming to a city com-
mission or county commission meeting, 
and more than just writing to the state’s 
Department of Community Affairs. 
Wouldn’t he expect condominium asso-
ciations’ funds be allocated to that?

 Mr. Landau says that the green 
space of golf courses is protected by 
the city and county government, but 
he doesn’t say how. It isn’t enough to 
just make the statement; actually, it is a 
misrepresentation. There is no such pro-
vision in the city’s code of ordinances; 
and the county code, in a recent ordi-
nance, enacted a requirement that the 
green space lost in a golf course conver-
sion must be taken into account some 
how, but it doesn’t say how.

 Moreover, what Mr. Landau doesn’t 

acknowledge, or doesn’t know, is that 
the stipulation setting out the maxi-
mum build-out and the land use limit 
are two different things – the stipula-
tion is not exactly a deed restriction, 
but is something like it – and that deed 
restrictions expire after 30 years unless 
renewed. The stipulation was signed in 
1985. What does Mr. Landau propose 
be done if it is not renewed upon expi-
ration? He doesn’t say.

 That stipulation, by the way, was 
signed by the city and by FPA Corpora-
tion, a corporation that no longer ex-
ists. It was filed with Broward County’s 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, and never 
had, nor did it need, county or state ap-
proval. Does Mr. Landau know that? It 
doesn’t seem so.

 Mr. Landau objects the Palm Aire 
Special Recreation District does not in-
clude the word “tax” in its name. How 
does he explain that neither the Bro-
ward County School District, nor the 
North Broward Hospital District, nor 
the South Florida Water Management 
District, all of which are tax districts, do 
not have “tax’ in their names?

 Mr. Landau complains that people 
weren’t informed. The truth is, there 
were numerous meetings of the Palm 
Aire Civic Association and of condo-
minium association boards of directors 
and unitowers, many of them devoted 
to the recreation district, plus an article 
in a neighborhood publication and a 
mailing to all registered voters in the 
recreation district. In all of these,  it was 
explained that if some or all of the golf 
properties within the district are threat-
ened with development, and if negotia-
tions between the district’s board of su-
pervisors and the property owner result 
in the foundations of a purchase, and if 
such a purchase and its funding through 
issuance of a bond are approved by the 
registered voters in the district, then 
that bond would be paid off by taxes.  
How else could such a bond possibly 
be paid off? By voluntary contributions? 
By manna from heaven?

 Also, Mr. Landau conveniently 
glosses over the facts that a copy of the 
city ordinance which included the dis-
trict’s charter was posted on the civic 
association’s website for all to read; that 
the charter clearly states that the district 
has the power to tax; and most impor-
tant, that no purchase of property or 
the issuance of a bond to fund it, must 
first be approved by the district’s regis-
tered voters. 

 Mr. Landau objects to eligible vot-
ers being restricted to registered voters 
within the district and excluding prop-
erty owners who are not registered 
voters. Does he want to change the 

electoral system? Property owners who 
are not registered voters within the ap-
propriate jurisdiction do not vote for city 
or county officials, or for school board 
members, or for state legislators. How 
does he justify their voting to elect of-
ficials of other public bodies, like a recre-
ation district? 

Furthermore, does he consider that 
if property owners who are seasonal 
residents – in other words, snowbirds 
– were permitted to vote, the vote 
in favor of approval of the recreation 
district would be even more lopsided 
than 70%-to-30% of 26% of the regis-
tered voters, not Mr. Landau’s errone-
ous 15%? Or does he honestly believe 
that those property owners don’t care 
whether they look at golf courses or at 
rooftops? The 70%-to-30% outcome 
hardly reflects a hairline majority. Why 
is he unwilling to recognize that as the 
will of the voters?

 Mr. Landau finishes his article with 
a summary of the meeting he and a few 
other opponents of the recreation dis-
trict organized. He wrote that “350-400 
people” attended. That is a wild exag-
geration, pure and simple, because the 
room’s capacity of under 190, and al-
though it has been known to hold as 
many as 250, it could never hold 350 to 
400. I was at the meeting and counted 
150 to 175, but I will admit that 350 to 
400 certainly sounds better, even if it 
isn’t true.

 I was not allowed to speak at the 
meeting, and neither was anyone else 
who favored the district, but Mr. Lan-
dau did permit me to ask a question. 
The question I posed was this: Since no 
one is perfect about always being right, 
what happens in the event the oppo-
nents of the district are wrong and the 
land use can be changed? Whether the 
chance of that happening is 10% or 1% 
of 1/10 of 1%, and there is no recreation 
district to protect the community’s inter-
ests and property values, what should 
be done then? There was no answer.

 
There is no sense in pointing out 

other inaccuracies, exaggerations, mis-
representations and omissions. Enough 
is enough. Suffice it to say, Mr. Landau’s 
article was filled with faulty reasoning, 
an absence of logic, and only a little truth 
here and there. Suffice it also to say, a 
lot of people, certainly a vast majority, 
bought homes in Palm Aire because of 
the golf courses, and they want the op-
portunity to keep them. The Palm Aire 
Special Recreational District makes that 
opportunity available, if they choose by 
vote to take advantage of it – nothing 
else does.
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(954) 523-4081

JIM 
LEWIS

FORT LAUDERDALE CITY COMMISSION
DISTRICT 4

VOTE FEBRUARY 10, 2009

“LEADERSHIP FOR CHANGE”“LLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRSSSSSSSSSSSSHHHHHHHHHHIIIIIIIIIIIPPPPPPPPPPP FFFFFFFFFFFOOOOOOOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRRRRR  CCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHANGE”
Protecting Our Neighborhoods
Lower Taxes...Cut Government Waste
Stop Developers and Special Interests From
Controlling Our City

Jim Lewis is the only 
candidate in this race who 
has NOT taken campaign 
money from anyone, 
including developers, 
lawyers, or special interests.

Paid Political Ad - Non Partisan - 
Approved By Candidate

Harbordale Elementary: A New Face 50 Years Later
            by Cid Kelly

Wow, can you believe that Har-
bordale Elementary has been in our 
neighborhood since 1959? Well, that 
is the year the school was first built 
where it currently stands.  Over the 
years, there have been changes to it, 
but not in quite some time.   There has 
been talk over the years of knocking 
down everything that was there and 
moving the students to a temporary 

location while a new school was built.  
The parents at the school at that time 
came together and fought the school 
board insisting that the construction 
take place in phases and the students 
remain in place during the new con-
struction.  Now some might say that 
this was a crazy idea but the parents 
knew that, the real estate market was 
booming, we had a much in demand 
piece of property, and once students 
were moved elsewhere, it would be 
easy to change the plan of building 
a new building and just keep the stu-
dents at the other location perma-
nently.  So they came together, fought, 
and won.  The result I am happy to 
say, was the completion of Phase 1 
of the construction which was com-
pleted last year in time for our first 
day back to school.  What was Phase 
1 you may ask… well phase 1 was a 
brand new Administration building 
with a conference room, 6 offices, a 
kitchen, a nurses clinic, a reception 
area, waiting room a bathroom and 
2 storage closets.   We also received 
a huge brand new cafeteria with all 
the bells and whistles.  We even have 
a brand new stage that came in quite 
handy during our talent show and 
our Holiday Sing-A-Long.   We also 
had some great times at Bingo Nights 
& Spaghetti Dinner.  There is plenty 
of room for all of our functions as we 
continue to grow.

For those of you who attend-
ed Harbordale in your youth, or for 
those who have lived in Lauderdale 
Harbors area for years you may have 
noticed that the old cafeteria with the 
Mural on the outside wall was de-
molished in August right before the 
beginning of the new school year.  
You may be asking why they knocked 
that building down.  What is going 
on over there?   Well I am happy to 

report that we are now in Phase II of 
our construction project.  We did this 
to make way for our brand new, two 
story, sixteen classrooms, state of the 
art building that is soon to be built.  In 
November/December you will start to 
see construction activity on the prop-
erty.   We have been told that it will 
be complete before the end of this 
school year and we are pushing hard 
to make that a reality.  Once that build-
ing is complete, they will continue on 
to Phase III which will entail knocking 
down some of the old buildings, cre-
ating a new drop off loop, a new bus 
loop, parking and green space.

We are very excited and as you 
will see by the photo of the new build-
ing, it will certainly be in keeping with 
all the new construction going on 
in the surrounding neighborhoods.  
We are thrilled that our 50 Year Old 
School is finally getting a facelift!  Did 
you know that Harbordale is an A+ 
school?  Did you know that we have 
between 14 and 20 kids in a class?  
Did you know that we have at least 3 
classes for each grade? Did you know 
that we have awesome teachers who 
have been there for 30 years, some 
of who actually live in our neighbor-
hood?  Did you know that it is 5 min-
utes from your house if you live in 
Lauderdale Harbors?  Did you know 
that we wear uniforms just like the 
private schools?  Did you know that 

this school is the best kept secret in 
town? Did you know that we have a 
very active parent group?  Well with 
our economy in a tail spin and money 
getting tight, you may want to actu-
ally come and take a look at our little 
jewel for yourself and form your own 
opinion about an A+ school in your 
own backyard. 

We have numerous fun things 
happening at school this year that are 

open to the public.  We just had our 
first time ever Pumpkin Patch which 
was a huge success and lots of fun for 
our kids.  We had lots of fun events 
going on in the Pumpkin Patch and 
hope that you had an opportunity to 
stop buy and buy a pumpkin. In Janu-
ary we will be having our annual Spa-
ghetti dinner and would love for you 
to join us.  In the Spring we will be 
building a tile wall for our new build-
ing that will go up when the building 
is finsihed, so if you attended Harbor-
dale in your youth and would like to 
leave your mark for years to come, 
contact us to find out how to par-
ticipate.  The parents club has built a 
brand new website that will list all the 
things going on for the school year 
so please feel free to visit us online 
at www.harbordalehsa.com and find 
out everything you need to know.

Again, come see for yourself our 
little jewel in the neighborhood.  I 
would love to personally give you a 
tour.

Sincerely,
      Cici Kelly, President, 
      Harbordale School Association
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                 By Kevin Lane

The Day The Earth Stood 
Still Is Awesome At Museum 

of Discovery and Science 
AutoNation® IMAX® Theater

Keanu Reeves returns to the Mu-
seum of Discovery and Science Au-
toNation® IMAX® Theater in the re-
make of the 1951 classic blockbuster 
movie The Day the Earth Stood Still… 
on the biggest screen in South Florida.  

Directed by Scott Derrickson and star-
ring Keanu Reeves, Jennifer Connelly, 
Kathy Bates, John Cleese and Jaden 
Smith, the classic sci-fi film is about an 
alien visitor and his giant robot coun-
terpart who visits Earth.  “The sus-
pense, action and sheer intensity of 
The Day The Earth Stood Still is ideally 
suited to IMAX’s immersive format,” 
said Bruce Snyder, President, Domes-
tic Distribution, Twentieth Century 
Fox.  This film runs through January 
22nd.  For show times, call (954) 463-
IMAX (4629) or visit www.mods.org.

Free Third Thursdays Return 
To Museum of Art…

Special Tour of Picasso/Luna 
Exhibits On January 16th

The Museum of Art | Fort Lau-
derdale is reintroducing its popular 
Third Thursday event series, offering 
free admission, extended hours (open 
until 8 p.m.), drink specials in the Mu-
seum’s Café and Wine Bar and a host 
of special activities.  Upcoming dates 
are January 15th and February 19th. 

On another note, on Friday, Janu-
ary 16th starting at 12:00 noon, Art-
ist in Residence Carlos Luna will lead 
a tour of the exhibition, Pablo Picasso 
Ceramics/Carlos Luna Paintings.  The 
exhibition, on view through February 
23, 2009, pairs 50 editioned ceramic 
works of Spanish Modernist Pablo Pi-
casso from the Museum’s permanent 
collection with the bold paintings of 
Luna, a Cuban exile. A book signing 
will follow the tour of the exhibition.  
The event includes a box lunch at 
$20 for Museum 
members and $25 
for non-members, 
with limited seat-
ing and reserva-
tions required by 
calling Emily Mc-
Crater at 954-670-
2854 or email emc-
crater@moafl.org.  
Call the Museum 
at 954.525.5500, 
extension 236.

Las Olas Boulevard Adds 
Extended On-Street Parking

Thanks in part to the Las Olas As-
sociation’s Executive Director, Laura 
Mogilewski, and the Fort Lauderdale 
City Commission, the City Manager 
and Parks and Recreation; the popu-
lar on-street parking along Las Olas 
has expanded hours that now start at 
11:00 a.m. instead of 6:30 p.m. and 
runs from SE 4th Avenue to SE 12th 

Avenue. Trucks 
are being en-
couraged to 
use Sunrise 
Blvd. and 17th 
Street Cause-
way to access 
and exit the 
Barrier Island.  
In addition to 
creating an 
aura of activity 
on Las Olas, 
the new hours 
are aimed at 
slowing the 

speeders, stopping the huge lum-
bering trucks, and creating a better 
outdoor dining and shopping envi-
ronment. For more information, visit 
www.lasolasboulevard.com or call 
(954) 937-7386.

On another note, on Friday, Janu-

Kevin’s KornerKevin’s Korner
Networking At It’s Finest…
With Junior Achievement at 

Signature Grand

In these challenging economic 
times, networking is one of the most 
cost effective… and enjoyable… ways 
to meet new people and establish 
new business contacts.  One of the 
best arena’s for networking is with 
Junior Achievement Professional Con-
nection.  They start the New Year off 
with a huge event at Signature Grand, 
hosted by another super-group, the 
Marine Industries Association.  The 
event takes place on Wednesday, 
January 14th from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m.  Call (954) 788-8422 or visit /
www.jasouthflorida.org.

Acclaimed Jazz Guitarist Toty 
Viola Performing At Las Olas 

Tuscan Grill

What could be more romantic 
than enjoying din-
ner at the Tuscan 
Grill at 1105 East Las 
Olas complemented 
by the music of ac-
claimed Jazz guitarist 
Toty Viola on the wa-
terfront patio!  Enjoy 
Chef Luigi’s selections 
of pastas, steaks and 
the freshest seafood 
at moderate prices, 
while Toty plays the music of George 
Benson, Stevie Wonder, Andrea Boce-
lli, Tony Bennett and others; Wednes-
day thru Saturdays from 7:00 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m.  Call (954) 766-8870.

Gold Coast Jazz Society 
Presents Canada’s Top Jazz 

Pianist Oliver Jones… In 
Tribute To Oscar Peterson

To many, Oscar Peterson is the 
epitome of jazz piano.  On January 
14, one of Canada’s foremost jazz pi-
anists, Oliver Jones, will pay homage 
to the jazz legend in 
the jazz concert, Trib-
ute to Oscar Peter-
son. Presented by the 
Gold Coast Jazz Soci-
ety, the concert will 
take place at the Am-
aturo Theater at the 
Broward Center for 
the Performing Arts, 
201 SW 5th Ave, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. 
The show begins at 

7:45 p.m. with a pre-concert Jazz Riff 
jazz talk given by radio personality Stu 
Grant (WLVE FM) at 7:00 p.m. in the 
theater before the show.  Single tick-
ets are $35 and $40 and are on sale 
through the Broward Center’s Auto-
Nation Box Office at 954-462-0222 or 
online at www.goldcoastjazz.org or 
www.browardcenter.org.  

Fascinating 2009 Book Review 
Series At All Saints Episcopal 
Church Starts With Loving 

Frank

Marjory Lyons will present a book 
review on Loving Frank, a fascinating 
look at the life of Frank Lloyd Wright 
by author Nancy Hogan. The love 
story of Wright and Mamah Borth-
wich Cheney is a real ‘page turner’ 
that focuses on Wright’s budding ar-
chitectural genius and the early strug-
gle of Feminism as seen through Ms. 
Cheney.  Starting at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Neaverson Chapel 
at All Saints Epis-
copal Church, 
319 Tarpon Drive, 
enjoy coffee, tea 
and sweets with 
the book review 
starting at 11:15 
a.m.  Ms. Lyons is 
a well known and 
respected actress, 
writer and educator and is president 
of “Telling Your Story, Inc.,” a com-
pany producing books of life stories. 
She has been giving book reviews of 
New York Times Best Sellers in the Fort 
Lauderdale area for 20 years.  The cost 
is $10.00 per person, with advance 
reservations requested at (954) 467-
6496.

About the Author:

Kevin Lane is a popular photog-
rapher and journalist covering society, 
fashion, entertainment, dining and 
South Florida Lifestyle.  He’s a Pub-
licist with ‘blue-chip’ clients in the 
non-profit and for-profit sector and is 
a motivational speaker as well as a lec-
turer on historic and famous figures in-
cluding Napoleon Bonaparte, Ancient 
Egyptian dynasties, Estee Lauder and 
famed tap dancer, Bill ‘Bojangles’ Rob-
inson. He can be reached at klane@
gate.net. 

Kevin invites your comments and 
can be reached at (954) 467-2624.

Toty Viola

 Oliver Jones

Marjory Lyons

Scene from the fi lm The Day The 
Earth Stood Still

Las Olas Boulevard

Pablo Picasso, Maroon/black wood 
owl / Buho de madera marrón/
negro, 1952 Turned vase.  
Collection of the Museum of Art | 
Fort Lauderdale 
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Politics Et CeteraPolitics Et Cetera “If you don’t vote, you don’t matter.”

Just where in the 
world does 

Jack Seiler live?

Desperate to look like a 
real resident, Democratic 
mayoral candidate Jack 
Seiler claims, on official 

documents, several homes in 
Fort Lauderdale       

            By Steve Kelley

For the first time 
in over 25 years, the 
Fort Lauderdale May-
or’s seat is an open 
contest. The race has 
attracted four candi-
dates: Earl Rynerson, 
Jack Seiler, Dean Tran-
talis and Steve Rossi.

I don’t know about you, but I’m an 
old fashioned voter who thinks that a 
mayoral candidate should not be a re-
cent resident of only a few months but 
that they should have deep and sub-
stantial roots in the community where 
they hope to be a genuine, sincere and 
caring mayor. 

Call me crazy, it would be nice if 
the mayoral candidate actually worked 
here, sat on some city advisory boards 
and generally had a long history of 
community involvement and, gasp, 
demonstrated leadership on important 
city issues.

Some recent history:

In 2006, James Christopher Peer, of 
Ocala, Florida ran for mayor of Fort Lau-
derdale against incumbent Jim Naugle 
and challenger Dan Lewis.

Peer actually lived in Ocala, worked 
in Ocala, voter’s registration and driver’s 
license was legally in Ocala. Many think 
Naugle put him up to split up the anti-
incumbent vote; Naugle easily won re-
election in the February, 2006 primary 
when few Fort Lauderdale voters both-
ered to vote. 

At Naugle’s victory party, Peer was 
photographed sitting at Naugle’s feet 
beaming in adoration like the cloying 
sychophant he was. 

After the election, Peer “moved” 
back to Ocala.

But Dan Lewis sued Peer and was 
awarded a staggering $790,000 for 
Peer’s abuse of the federal lawsuit pro-
cess. Sadly, Lewis’s attempts to get the 
city clerk to examine Peer’s residency 
requirements, before the election, were 
ignored. 

He was told to file a lawsuit where a 
judge also ignored the question.

Now, another recent arrival is run-
ning for mayor.

Jack Seiler has been intentionally 
absent from Fort Lauderdale all these 
years. After all, he didn’t know he was 
going to run for mayor until last year. 
Why do all that time-consuming com-
munity activism work for some place 
you don’t care about? 

Jack Seiler has lived in Wilton Man-
ors for the past 15 years (perhaps much 
longer) and only moved to Fort Lauder-
dale about 11 months ago. Democrat 
Seiler was term-limited out of his District 
92 State Representative seat after 8 lack-
luster years. He had no opponents after 
his first election.

For some reason that no one really 
knows, Seiler is obsessed with a need to 
hold elected office once again.

Many insiders feel that Seiler will, if 
elected, use the mayor’s seat as a step-
ping stone to higher office in the near 
future. He’s a “nice guy” after all.

But Seiler is so eager to convince 
all he’s one of us that he lives in sev-
eral homes throughout Fort Lauderdale. 
Don’t believe me? 

Check out his signed and official 
campaign finance reports at http://
www.fortlauderdale.gov/clerk/election.
htm. Let’s take a look.

Does he live here?
Home #1  

On two of his campaign finance re-
ports, Seiler claims 
350 East Las Olas 
Blvd. as his of-
ficial residence. 
This is a huge 
condo building 
in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale. 

Clever Seiler 
couldn’t be both-
ered to include 
an apartment 
number on his 
reports.

Note that  he 
has a wife and 
four children. 

Does he live here?
Home #2

Here’s where Seiler’s true residence 
gets messy and perhaps illegal.

He claims on another campaign     
report for April 14, 2008 that he lives at 
1515 17th Way in Poinsettia Heights.

Jack Seiler says he 
lives here with a 
wife and four chil-
dren - two of them 
teenagers. 

But this is a small house. If Seiler 
actually lived here with his family of six 
he would do so with three other adults 
who also live there. This information 

comes from official voter registration 
records; Seiler claims this residence for 
his official voter registration. Is this voter 
fraud?

But wait, there’s more!
Home #3

It looks like Seiler actually lives at a 
large home at 2849 NE 37th Court in 
Coral Ridge Country Club Estates.

Seiler and the family appear to be 
living here and are seen coming and go-
ing. Is the house homesteaded? 

The Broward County Property Ap-
praisers’s website shows someone else 
as the owner. Is Seiler renting and will he 
leave town if he doesn’t win?

Why does he keep it a secret?

The Law

Florida law defines a voter’s regis-
tration address as someone’s “legal” 
residence; “where you live,” says the 
application.

Most important, it is a third-degree 
felony for candidates to falsely swear 
that they qualify to hold office.

On Seiler’s campaign finance re-
ports it clearly shows, “It is a first degree 
misdemeanor for any person to falsify a 
public record. (SS.839.13, F.S.)

Seiler has signed these reports three 

times. Presumably, he’ll sign his next    
report perhaps with a fourth residence.

Last summer, former Coconut Creek 
Commissioner Ron Dearing was suc-
cessfully prosecuted. 

He falsely stated he lived in a rent-
ed room at his father’s home. He was 
found to be living with his wife and chil-
dren in Coral Springs, according to the 
FDLE.

FDLE concluded Dearing falsified 
oaths to run for office. Dearing resigned 
and later negotiated a deal, pleading 
guilty to a charge of falsifying records. 
He got a year of probation and was 
fined nearly $11,000.

Seiler is a lawyer and was a state 
representative and obviously knows the 
law. He just chooses to thumb his nose 
at it and the people who enforce it.

With as least three residences, you 
just might be Seiler’s neighbor.

Cherry on the Cake:
As in 2006, it seems no 

one cares about residency re-
quirements. The Supervisor of 
Elections and especially our 
Fort Lauderdale City Clerk are 

sadly negligent in their duties.
In the end, it is you, dear voter, 

who’ll decide who will be our next    
mayor. The next election will be critical 
for the future of the city. After all, the last 
mayor was in office for 28 years!

Fortunately, we have other candi-
dates who are strongly connected to 
the city and its neighborhoods. 

This is especially true of Mayoral 
candidate Earl Rynerson. Rynerson actu-
ally owns a popular business, Clad Tile 
and Stone, located on 4th Avenue right 
here in Fort Lauderdale. 

A longtime resident of Victoria Park, 
he’s active in numerous civic and neigh-
borhood   affairs. He is also a prodigious 
writer producing intelligent commen-
tary about many aspects of Fort Lauder-
dale. 

His articles appear in many neigh-
borhood publications as well as the Fort 
Lauderdale City News. When you know 
him, you’ll immediately know he is run-
ning for the right reasons.

Jack Seiler writes very little, if any-
thing, about the serious, or any, issues 
facing the city. 

Next month: 
Why is Seiler really running for    

mayor of Fort Lauderdale? 
Does overseeing the city’s $610 mil-

lion annual budget, $1.8 billion over a 
36 month term, dispensing juicy con-
tracts, and deciding on lots of land use 
goodies for developers have anything to 
do with it? Or does he want to “make a 
difference?”  

Now here’s a big house where a fam-
ily of six can live in. Seiler’s lists this 
house as his residence on his July 10, 
2008 campaign fi nance report - it is 
buried under “Expenditures.” Note 
the Seiler campaign sign out front.
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Seen ‘round town!
Mayoral candidate Steve 
Rossi on his “Batcycle.”

car toonscar toons
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(954)564-5540 
www.smileykidz.com 

Smiley Kidz Dental 

Dr. Oana Romasan 
            Dentistry for Children & Adolescents 

1749 N.E. 26th ST. Ste B 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 
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Expert Cleaning by Desi! 

Call Desi (954) 383-5054 

Flood Cleanup & Mold Removal
Pet Odor & Stain Removal 

50% off Oriental Rugs 
Leather & drapery cleaning 

14 years experience! 

$50 to clean Carpet, 2 rooms, 
sofa or tile (1 room) 

Business Card ads on 
this page are only $39

Call (954) 564-1308 
for more information

FLYER DELIVER EXPRESS!
Fast Door-to-Door delivery of your 

newsletter or specialty items
Cheaper & Faster than the Post Offi ce

Reliable and Honest
Call for a free quote!

Sheila - (954) 822-2161

 Gourmet
 Single The

 *A Dining Out Organization for Singles*

 Broward County Chapter 954-723-9608
 Palm Beach County Chapter 561-276-2595

Nancy McRae
954.478.4089
email: nancy1968@bellsouth.net

permanent
makeup

Laser hair 
removal

Li
c

e
n

se
d

 &
 i

n
su

r
e

d

          PRACTICE AREAS INCLUDE

Matrimonial and Family law
Dissolution of marriages (Divorces)
Timesharing/visitation issues
Paternity actions
Child support and spousal support cases
Step-parent adoptions
Modification and termination of support
Enforcement and contempt proceedings

               DEBORAH ANN BYLES, P.A. 
  413 S.E. 18th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316 
                 Telephone (954) 467-0073 
                    www.dablaw.net 
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be  based  solely  upon  advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us  to send you free written 
information about our qualifications and experience.

Get a free subscription subscribe@citynewsfl com

 
RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL 

Re-Roofs & Repairs   Tile   Metal  Shingles 

954-564-0115 
1167 NE 24th Street 

Wilton Manors, FL 33305 

Licensed & Insured 
CCC 1326461 
State certified 
Serving Broward County for over 20 years 

Credit Cards Accepted 

F
F

C

S

One Size Does Not Fit All! 
Client Focused Personal Training 

Weight Loss & Body Sculpting 
Fitness, Post Rehab & Sport Specific Training 

Special Care For People with Health Issues 
First Consultation Free!

Tom Clarke, CPT 
954-461-9923

flafitrainer@yahoo.com 

Two Guys Auto Group.com 
Where we treat you like family… 

New & Pre-owned Vehicle Sales 
WE BUY CARS…TOP $$$ PAID 

2430 N. Dixie Hwy. 
Wilton Manors, FL 33305 

info@twoguysautogroup.com 
954-563-1997 

FLYER DELIVER EXPRESS!F

 

NNOAH’S ARK  
WWhhen yyou can’t be there 

wwe can!  
 
 

DDan & Janinne Rubens 
((954) 525--22509  

noahsarkdogwalkers@me.com 
www.noahsarkdogwalkers.com 

ddog walking  
ccat sitt ing  

aany pet care  
pplant care  

vvet aapppoointments   
ffeeeding and medicating  
eexercising and playing  

oover--nnight care  
llong term care  

 
NO ANIMAL RELOCATION 

NECESSARY! 
Bonded and Insured
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revel in the fact that you can look
like a million for a whole lot less...

BOTOX® Cosmetic

forehead $275

frown lines $275

crow’s feet $110

dermal fillers $550

laser lipo with Lipotherme™

1st treatment area $2,500

2nd treatment area $1,800

areas treated:

chin/neck

upper arms

abdomen

thighs

buttocks

hips

upper back

lower back

Dr. Jason A. Shapiro

tribecamedaesthetics.com / 954.760.4370

1425 south andrews ave. / fort lauderdale (at edge pilates, 2nd floor)

affordable. safe.

minimally invasive.

medical grade skin care.
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You are invited to be a 
part of this widely 

circulated publication 
dedicated to 

Fort Lauderdale!
The Fort Lauderdale City News is your home for your voice 

to be heard in the city. If you have an article you want to write 
about life in the city call me, Steve Kelley, at (954) 564-1308 
and let’s discuss it. Or, simply email it to the address shown 
below.

This publication is for us and by us; 

this is your chance to have a seat at the table.

Sun-Sentinel won’t publish your “letter to the editor?” 
Send it to me, Steve Kelley at steve@citynewsfl.com 

The Season of Antivirus Scams OR 
Beware of Fake Antivirus Products

             by Gary Thani, Global Solutions

XP antivirus is an example of the new generation of malware that is so smart 
that easily fools even advanced PC users and 
Internet surfers.

Antivirus 2009, Antivirus 2008, XP Antivi-
rus, XP Antivirus 2008 and XP Antivirus 2009 
are all part of the same family of rogue anti-
spyware programs that perform deceiving 
tactics when executed to get you to purchase 
the fake removal programs.  A common effect 
of these Trojan infections is that they infect 
Windows system files which allow them to 
initiate the download of rogue anti-spyware 
programs such as XP Antivirus, Antivirus 2008 or XP Antivirus 2009. Since they 
attach themselves to necessary Windows files, the removal process becomes a 
difficult and delicate task.

Signs of Trojan Family Infection(s)

XP antivirus 2008 behaves differently on different computers depending on 
at what stage of installation it’s been caught, but generally the appearance of XP 
antivirus pop-ups can end in:

desktop icons and folders messed up or disappeared;
Start button and taskbar disappeared;
displays fake Blue Screen Of Death;
user’s settings corrupted; 
desktop background wallpaper changed;
disabled Task Manager;
Windows Clock appearance changed;
Internet Explorer not working.

Antivirus 2008 or Antivirus 2009 Trojan Family Removal Difficulties

The Trojans hide various files within the system and are able to avoid detec-
tion from spyware removal programs, making it tricky to remove. As for protec-
tion, Antivirus 2009 infection takes care of disabling reputable security programs 
such as Norton, McAfee, AVG to name a few, and blocking security websites 
to make it appear that the user’s only option is to purchase whatever rogue 
anti-spyware program is continuously popping up on the computer. Even if you 
terminate the running processes of the Antivirus 2009 infections, it will start up 
again the next time you reboot your computer. It requires a deep and careful 
removal procedure to completely remove Antivirus 2009 infections. 

Next month we will explain why your computer can get viruses even with 
good anti-virus protection.

Gary Thani can be reached at (954) 444-7788.
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Announcements
BONNET HOUSE SEEKS A 

FEW BROWN THUMBS

Fort Lauderdale residents famil-
iar with our historic neighbor, Bonnet 
House, tend to think of the building 
with its paintings and furnishings, and 
not so much the “gardens” surround-

ing the house. But the official name is 
Bonnet House Museum & Gardens, and 
now new emphasis is being placed on 
the restoration of the long-neglected 
landscape.

To help, Bonnet House has orga-
nized a new group of volunteer garden-
ers called The Bonnet House Brigade. 
It’s proving to be an excellent outlet for 
frustrated condominium dwellers who 
long to do some tropical gardening, or 
anyone who’d like to contribute a little 
perspiration to a worthwhile endeavor.

The first project, completed this past 
summer, was to restore the Desert Gar-
den originally designed by Frederic Bar-
tlett and Hugh Taylor Birch. The formal 
circle has been reinstalled outside the 
front door and many new trees have 
been added, some very rare (an Africa 
Oil palm), date palms, pencil trees, cac-
tus, agave and aloe, all planted in white 
desert sand and bordered with coral 
rock. It’s stunning. Bonnet House Bri-
gade members participated by digging 
up, dividing, watering, nursing and 
then replanting many of the existing 
but salvageable plants that were already 
there.

Another project being designed is 
the new South Gate to the museum at 
the end of Breakers Avenue, right beside 
Coventry House. Now walled up, this 
was actually the original entrance to the 
estate. The new entrance will contain 
an admissions kiosk, pathways to the 
house, more plantings and an archeo-
logical exhibit designed to resemble a 
Tequesta Indian hut.

Bonnet House Brigade members 
are not just turned loose with machetes 
and weed-whackers. There is a master 
plan to be followed, Master Gardeners 
are on staff and professional landscape 
companies do the heavy lifting. No 
tools are necessary -- clippers, shears, 
trowels, rakes and so forth all provided 
-- volunteers should just bring their gar-
den gloves. Even simple hand-watering 

Join Heritage Fort 
Lauderdale for 
Wheels, a party 

among the cars of 
the ‘50s & ‘60s

Heritage Fort Lauderdale will 
hosts its inaugural “Wheels” Party on 
February 6, 2009, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at the Greater Fort Lauderdale/
Broward County Convention Center.  
The event will kick off the opening of 
RM Auctions’ weekend, Collector Cars 
of Fort Lauderdale. 

Sponsors for the event include Au-
toNation Inc., the Maroone Automo-
tive Group and RM Auctions Inc. The 
Honorary Chairs are: George “King of 
the Kustomizers” Barris, Ron & Bar-
bara Castell, Donnie & Renee Gould, 
Rob Myers, Max & Marge Osceola, 
Tina Osceola and Art & Shirley Stone.

The evening will begin with a 
cocktail hour in a room with glass 
windows overlooking 400 collector 
cars. DJ Rick Shaw will entertain with 
classic songs from the ‘50s and ‘60s. 
Guests will then proceed to the RM 
Car Auction area where they will eat, 
drink and dance among the collector 
cars. Some celebrity cars at the auc-
tion include two custom Mustangs 
built for Sonny and Cher by George 
“King of the Kustomizers” Barris. 

So dust of your nifty ‘50s party at-
tire and come rock among the collec-
tor cars. 

A ticket to Wheels also includes 
admission to the RM Car Auction for 
the weekend. Tickets are $200 per 
person.  

For more information on purchas-
ing tickets, becoming a sponsor or 
donating silent auction items, please 

contact Ellen Murton at 954-524-
4736.

Heritage Fort Lauderdale is a col-
laborative effort that includes four 
museums: the Fort Lauderdale His-
tory Center/Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society, Inc., the Historic Stranahan 
House Museum, the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame and the Sem-
inole Ah-Tha-Thi-Ki Museum. These 
organizations have come together as 
Heritage Fort Lauderdale in order to 
represent all the history and culture 
Fort Lauderdale/Broward County has 
to offer. Proceeds from Wheels will 
benefit all of these organizations.  

would be a much-appreciated contri-
bution.

An email and phone list is being 
established to notify members of of-
ficial Brigade days, which will be on 
selected Saturday mornings, or on 
Mondays, when the house is closed 
to visitors. Volunteers who prefer to 
work at other times can simply ask 
Stephen Draft, the museum curator 
(and also a Master Gardener), what’s 
next on his very long to-do list.

For more information and to join 
the Bonnet House Brigade contact 
Stephen Draft at 954-563-5393 x138, 
email him at stephendraft@bon-
nethouse.org, or visit the website at 
www.bonnethouse.org.

ART AND JAZZ IN 
VICTORIA PARK 

COMING MARCH 22

Oh, what to do on March 22 
that involves art, music and is held 
in a park in one of Fort Lauderdale’s 
most unique neighborhoods?   That’s 
easy: bring friends, family and even a 
stranger you just met to Victoria Park 
and take in the Fourth Annual Art and 
Jazz in Victoria Park event.  

The event is open from noon to 
4 p.m. for neighbors and friends to 
browse the displays of a variety of art-
ists and crafts people while enjoying 
the live music. 

Adding to the artsy atmosphere 
will be children’s booths offering op-
portunities for painting on easels and 
creating sculptures from recycled ma-
terials, as well as the traditional face 
painting. A mime will also be spot-
ted holding a pose, challenging all to 
cause movement. 

 The park is located at the east-
ern end of Broward Boulevard where 
it joins Victoria Park Road.  If you are 
driving, parking is at the offices of 
EDSA located at 1512 East Broward 
Boulevard.

This event is organized by the Aes-
thetics Committee of the Victoria Park 
Civic Association. It was started three 
years ago after Hurricane Wilma and 
offered recorded music, hot dogs, and 
impatiens for sale along with several 
experts to help residents figure out 
how to replant, trim damaged trees, 
etc. to start to bring life back to the 
neighborhood.  It has grown to be an 
important neighborhood fundraiser 
with proceeds going to help maintain 
the neighborhood’s entranceways 
and other common areas.   

For further information, call 954-
467- 2008.  See you there. 

NEW “MINI MALL” 
OPENS ON LAS OLAS 

BLVD.

There is a neat new store that has 
opened at 1517 East Las Olas Blvd., it 
is the Las Olas Mini Mall. 

It is a variety consignment shop 
that carries an assortment of new, 
used, and antique items like furniture, 
gifts, art work, paintings and pictures, 
oriental rugs, china, glassware, bric a 
brac, home accessories, lamps, unique 
candles, wood ware, cards and even 
sea shells. 

It’s a great place to find that per-
fect gift, or unique accessory for your 
home.

It’s also the perfect outlet for turn-
ing your no longer wanted decorative 
items, antiques, and furniture into cash 
by selling them on consignment.

Stop by and see for your self, it’s 
open seven days a week, or contact 
them at 954-467-6023, or lasolasmin-
imall@aol.com.
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Maguires Hill 16: A great restaurant . . .
and a Beloved City Institution

         by John Bernardo                                                                                 
                
Established in 1970, Maguires Hill 

16 Irish Pub in Fort Lauderdale is a true 
landmark.  

In fact, according to Jim Gregory, 
who now owns the pub with wife Mar-
tina and son James, it’s the oldest and 
largest Irish Pub in the city.                           

“For almost 40 years, Maguires 
has always been a traditional Irish Pub 
in Fort Lauderdale and had and still 
has a high volume of customers,” said 
Gregory, who with wife Martina, both 
acquired the business and its property 
in April 1999.                          

Patrons who frequent the popular 
Irish Pub come from all walks of life (law-
yers to police officers to city employees 
to construction workers) and range in 
age from 21 to 90. The pub also attracts 
customers from as far south as Miami 
and as far north as Orlando.                         

“We have a lot of Irish staff here and 
it’s home to a lot of people,” said Mar-
tina Gregory. “Some people have been 
coming here for the past 20 years.”                         

It’s also a gathering place for many 
of our local politicians. In fact, mayor 
candidate Earl Rynerson has his head-
quarters right next door.

Longtime patrons who walk into 
the place will surely notice its been re-
modeled and now has a back bar that’s 
home to many private parties (custom-
ers don’t get charged to use the room). 

In addition, Maguires gives people 
a friendly and cozy Irish feel when they 
see walls near the main bar covered 
with pictures showcasing famous Irish 
people (such as writers and poets from 
Ireland).                       

Besides its history and size, Magu-
ires Hill 16 is also well known for its 

gigantic, annual St. Patrick’s Day Party. 
This March, the pub on Andrews Ave. 
(north of Broward Blvd.) will organize 
its 16th annual celebration. The party 
will be held under a giant tent that will 
stand on the bar’s parking lot. The bash 
starts with an Irish breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and normally begins swinging at 5 p.m. 
when guests start enjoying traditional 
dishes and drink specials. This year, two 
local Irish bands (Celt & Celtic Mayhem) 
will entertain the crowd as well as bag-
pipe players and Irish step dancers.                         

“We have always had the reputa-
tion as an Irish institution hosting the 
largest St. Patrick’s Day Party in the city,” 
Jim Gregory said. “Last year, over 3,000 
people from all over the state showed 
up here on March 17th.”                          

In addition to its traditional St. Pat-
rick’s Day bash, Maguires has been tra-
ditionally known as a family-run place 

that takes pride with serving homemade 
food. “Quality food and quality drinks at 
the right price is what we are all about,” 
said Jim Gregory.                         

Some of the pub’s most popular 
Irish dishes include Fish ‘N Chips (fresh 
golden battered fillet with a side of chips 
& tartar sauce, $12.95); Ballymaloe 
Chicken (breast of chicken sautéed and 
topped with a light Bailey’s & mush-
room cream sauce, $12.95); Shepherds 
Pie (ground beef & vegetables in a gravy 
sauce topped with mashed potatoes, 

$11.95); and Corned Beef & Cabbage 
(generous portion of leaned corned 
beef served on a bed of steamed cab-
bage with carrots & potatoes, $13.95).                       

In addition to its fine Irish entrees, 
Maguires is known for its delicious 
homemade soups. The most popular 
one being the Irish Potato Soup (topped 
with grated cheddar, bacon & chopped 

scallions, a cup, $3.50 & a bowl, $4.50). 
Moreover, burgers sell well (one is the 
Ulster Burger, an 8 oz. Sirloin on a toast-
ed bun with fries, $8.50) and chicken 
wings (buffalo, Teriyaki, BBQ or San An-
tonio Jerk served with Bleu cheese dip, 
carrots & celery, one dozen is $9.95) are 
popular appetizers.                      

To wash the food down, the pub 
stocks an amazing 16 different types of 
imported beer (all draft beer comes in a 
20-oz. glass). Top-selling imports on tap 
include a glass of Guinness ($5), a glass 
of Harp and Bass in a glass (both brews 
cost $5 each).                     

This Irish institution hosts happy 
hour Monday to Friday, 4 to 7 p.m., 
where patrons can munch on a com-
plimentary buffet and enjoy drink spe-
cials. The pub also features Poker Nights 
(Tuesdays & Thursdays, 7 p.m. to 12 
a.m.) where about 30 people play there 
for fun. On Saturday evenings, 9 p.m. to 
1 a.m., partyers can enjoy live entertain-
ment where two Irish groups (Celt and 
Celtic Mayhem) play Irish music.

After the St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion, the Gregorys will celebrate own-
ership of their popular establishment by 
hosting their 10th Anniversary/Custom-
er Appreciation Party on April 22(starts 
at 6 p.m.). The Gregorys emphasize 
each and every guest will enjoy compli-
mentary finger food and one drink will 
be on the house.

Maguires Hill 16 Irish Pub is located 
at 535 North Andrews Ave. in Fort Lau-
derdale.  Hours: 11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Mon-
day to Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 a.m. Saturday 
and noon to 12 a.m. Sunday. 

Call 954-764-4453 or e-mail Mar-
tina at TinaMulligan@hotmail.com.
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Jim Gregory, owner of Maguires, greets guests personally.
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